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Dear S4 Learner 

You have now reached the stage at Belmont Academy where you will 

make decisions on how best to build on your first year of qualifications. 

In S5 you will continue to have the opportunities to study National Qual- 

ifications suited to your ability level. There  are also National Progression 

Awards at SCQF Level 4 to Level 6 which suit those of you who thrive on 

internal assessment and more practical based courses. 

It is important that you take advice from your PTG and your subject 

teachers. You should think about progression and so it is not advisable 

to undertake crash courses at Higher Level, however it is not unheard of. 

Your PTG will advise you which courses are most suited to your needs 

and abilities. In this booklet there is a guide to the courses on offer in S5. 

We advise you to: 

• Read the information in the booklet carefully 

• Speak to your class teachers 

• Discuss your choices with your Parents/Carers 

• Speak to your PTG who will guide you through this process 

• Consider your future career path and the subjects that you will need 

to take 

You can choose five or six options if you are choosing a mainly higher 

pathway because at Belmont Academy we offer Higher courses taught 

over five or six periods. You should only take on the six subject option  if 

you are prepared to commit to it for the year and that you fully understand 

that you will have the same teaching commitment as other higher pupils 

but you will not have the built in consolidation and study time—this must 

be carried out at home. If you are choosing to complete a National 5 or 

SCQF level 5 pathway then you should choose six qualifications. 

You should put your choices in order of priority and it is important that 

you consider your back up as part of your choices. This choice is in case 

one of your other choices is not available. There are also many college 

courses available and Foundation Apprenticeships and so if you are 

thinking about them then make sure you discuss them fully with your PTG 

and the Careers’ Advisor Calum. 

Parents/Carers should contact their child’s PTG in the first instance with 

any enquires regarding the option choice process. 

Think carefully about your choices and use all the support that is 

available. 

Mr McLean (Acting Head Teacher) 



 
 

Your S5 levels will be decided based on your progress and achievements in S4. The diagram 

below should help you to select the appropriate course progression route in subjects across the 

Senior Phase. 

Progression in the levels of the Senior Phase from one year to the next depends on you meet- 

ing the entry requirements for that subject. 

For most subjects it is advisable to move onto Higher if you achieve a Grade A or a Grade B at 

National 5 level. Your work ethic, school attendance, drive and determination and home- 

work/self study is important and so if you don’t have an A or B then you should speak to your 

PTG who will liaise with the department for you if you want to take Higher. 

If you have a good work ethic and attendance at school you may be considered for Higher 

if you have achieved a grade C at National 5. It might be advisable to study for a Higher 

over two years. 

 
 
 

 

  
 

S6 

Continue with the subject 

on to National 5 or Na- 

tional 3/4/5/SCQF Level 

4/5 in a new subject 

S6 

Continue with the 

subject on to Higher or 

National 4/5/SCQF Level 

4/5 in a new subject 

S6 

Continue with the subject 

on to Advanced Higher 

or Higher/National 5/ 

SCQF Level 5 in a new 

subject 

S4—achieved National 

3 or SCQF level 3 

S5 

Continue with the 

subject on to National 4 

or National 3/4/SCQF 

Level 4 in a new 

subject 

S4 

National 4 or SCQF 

Level 4 

S5 

Continue with the 

subject on to National 5 

or National 4/5SCQF 

Level 4/5 in a new 

subject 

S4 

National 5 or SCQF 

Level 5 

S5 

Continue with the 

subject on to Higher or 

National 5/SCQF 

Level 5 in a new 

subject 



 



Art and Design 

National 4 and 5 

Art & Design courses enable learners to 

communicate personal thoughts and feelings. 

Learners can develop their ideas using art and 

design media techniques and or technologies 

to demonstrate knowledge and understanding 

plus an appreciation of art and design practice. 

Learners get the opportunity to use their 

imagination and develop their own individual 

style. 

This course is very practical and it develops 

learners creativity, imagination, research and 

artistic skills. Along with learning about the 

range of materials and techniques learners will 

also learn the skills in planning, producing and 

presenting work. 

Learners will be inspired by investigating how 

artists and designers work and how factors like 

their environment and culture have an impact 

on their work. There is a great deal of 

personalisation and choice within the 

department as teaching staff have diverse 

skills and abilities and are able to facilitate 

exciting and relevant learning pathways 

through the qualifications. 

 

This course has three separate 
components:  

• Expressive Activity 

• Design Activity 
• Art and Design Studies 

All of these activities will give learners the 

opportunity to explore their ideas and artwork 

using a range of material, techniques and 

formats in 2D and 3D and the work of other 

artists and designers.  The  successful learner 

in this subject is one who has the ability to work 

to a deadline, a skill we work to develop in the 

BGE. In the senior phase learners work to a 

live brief and they will develop excellent 

evaluating skills. 

 

 

Expressive Activity 

In the Expressive Activity  learners  will develop 

and produce drawings and other pieces of 

visual art based on their ideas and interests. 

Through these learners will also develop an 

understanding of how artists work and the social 

and cultural influences that impact on their work. 

Design Activity 

In this activity learners will plan, research and 

develop creative design work in response to a 

design brief and develop their creativity, 

problem solving and critical thinking skills. 

Throughout this activity learners will work to find 

solutions to design problems and assess and 

evaluate designers working practices and 

investigate their main social and cultural 

influences. 

Assessment 

Assessment is continuous and the importance 

of meeting deadlines cannot be over stated. 

Homework and self-study will become even 

more important as the learner moves from 

National 4, 5, Higher and to Advanced Higher. 

The main assessment is evidence is the 

portfolio and it is the learner’s responsibility to 

maintain this and follow the advice and 

instruction of their teacher. 

 

Units will be internally assessed for National 4 

only. Learners’ work will be assessed externally 

by the SQA at National 5, Higher and Adv 

Higher level. For all levels work is assessed on 

an ongoing basis throughout the course of the 

year and students are given feedback regularly. 

 

The course assessment has three components 

for National 4 and National 5. 

Portfolio—students will complete an 

expressive and a design portfolio. 

Art and Design studies – students will study 

the work of other artists and designers. 

For National 5 only students will sit an external 

examination question paper. 

 

 



  

Assessment Continued 
 

National 4 is ungraded and will be internally 

assessed. National 5 learners are awarded an 

A to D by the SQA. 

Career Education 

The world needs creative people and our Art 

and Design department ensures that learners 

get many opportunities to engage with career 

education. Within the department we have 

many different extra-curricular activities that 

students can become involved in which relate 

to the world of work.  

 

Art and Design features in many aspects of our 

everyday lives. Almost everything we see or 

touch has been designed to be visually 

attractive e.g. clothes, cars, mobile phones or 

devices, buildings and websites. 

 

The skills that learners develop in art and 

design are useful for many different careers 

such as architecture, interior design, fashion 

and textiles, costumes, graphics, jewellery, 

set design, web design and photography, are 

but a few to mention. Art and design also 

opens up doors in beauty, make up design, 

tattoo design and many more creative 

industries. 

 

Progression 
 

Achievement of a National 4 will allow 

progression to National 5. 

National 5 will allow progression to Higher and 
then onto Advanced Higher. 

The department also offers Higher  

Photography in S5 and S6. Successful 

completion of National 5 Art and a pass at 

National 5 English would be beneficial for entry 

into the Higher Photography course but is not 

essential. 

More information is available on the SQA site: 

 

National 4: 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47385.html 

National 5:  

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47388.html 

 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47385.html
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47388.html


 

 

Assessment cont: 
 

 

Higher Course Overview 

The Art and Design Higher course aims to 

provide a broad, investigative and practical 

experience of art and design. Creativity is the 

key focus of the course. Learners will continue 

to develop their knowledge of art and design 

practice by studying artists and designers and 

their work. They will also build on problem-

solving skills, understanding of expressive and 

design processes. The course provides 

learners with the opportunities to be inspired 

and creatively challenged through their work. 

The course has three areas of study 

Expressive, Design and Art and Design 

Studies which enable learners to plan, 

research and develop creatively. In each of 

these areas they will develop knowledge and 

understanding of artists’ and designers’ working 

practices and the social, cultural and other 

influences affecting their work and practice. 

They respond to a theme/stimulus and a design 

brief and produce 2D/3D analytical drawings, 

studies and investigative research. They use 

these to produce a single line of development 

and a final piece. Learners will also reflect on 

and evaluate their creative process and the 

visual qualities of their work. 

Learners need to be highly motivated and 

committed to in school and home practice as 

the completed design and expressive folios are 

worth most of the overall course award. 

 

Assessment 

The folio are the major assessment piece and 

learners will need to ensure they attend all 

classes and supported study in order to benefit 

from the feedback given from staff. 

 
 
 
 
 

The question paper assesses learners’ 

knowledge and understanding of the work and 

practice of artists and designers, and how 

social and cultural contexts impact on art and 

design works. 

The questions are  designed  to  assess  ability 

to: 

• explain the methods used by artists and 

designers to achieve visual impact and 

creative and/or functional effect 

• demonstrate their knowledge and 

understanding of the impact of different 

external influences on art and design 

works analyse art and design works and 

critically respond to unseen prompts and 

images 

 
 

Career Opportunities 

The world needs creative people and your 

qualifications in Art and Design can take you 

into many different areas. For example in the 

NHS people with Art and Design degrees are 

helping children with an Additional Support 

Need through Art Therapy. Communities also 

benefit from Community Art Workers. Moving 

into fashion design, make up and tattoo artistry 

is also a very interesting career choice which 

involves working with others. The world of 

advertising and social media needs people who 

are creative. Gaining qualifications in Art and 

Design can open a lot of different career 

pathways to you—the only limit is your 

imagination! 

 

 

 More information is available on SQA site: 

 

   https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47892.html 

Art and Design 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47892.html


 

 

 

 

 

This course is for learners who want to develop 

knowledge and understanding of photographic 

media and camera techniques. Through the 

learning in this course they will develop their 

creative practice and learn how social, cultural, 

historical, and scientific influences impact on 

photographers’ work and practice. They will 

develop and demonstrate technical 

photographic skills and will be encouraged to 

show personal, creative responses when 

photographing a variety of subjects. 

The aims of the course are for learners to: 

• communicate personal thoughts, feel- 

ings and ideas using photography 

• develop technical and creative skills 

through using photographic media, 

techniques and processes 

• develop knowledge and understanding of 

a range of photographic practices 

• develop skills in problem solving, critical 

thinking and reflective practice 

• develop an understanding of the impact of 

social, cultural, historical, and scientific 

influences on photographers’ work and 

practice 

• become critically self-reflective 

autonomous learners 

 

Assessment 

Successful completion of National 5 

Art and a pass at National 5 English 

would be beneficial for entry into the 

Higher Photography course but is not 

essential. 

. 

Assessment cont: 

Question paper: 

The question paper assesses learners’ 

knowledge and understanding of photographic 

work and practice. The questions are designed 

to test their ability to 

• demonstrate knowledge & understanding 

of the properties of light and image 

formation, camera controls, and image-

making techniques and their effects 

• analyse examples of photography 

 

 
Project: 

The photography project assesses learners to 

integrate and apply their creative and technical 

skills and their knowledge and understanding 

of photographic  practice.  They must plan and 

carry out a selected photography project. They 

research and investigate their project topic. 

Drawing on this material, they develop their 

own creative response by carrying out practical 

photographic work. From this development 

work, candidates select and present a series of 

final images which communicate the project 

topic. Candidates also evaluate the 

effectiveness of their photographic work and 

practice. 

 

 

 

More information is available on the SQA site: 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47896.html 

Photography 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47896.html


Accounting 

Management Accounting 

Planning and decision making feature in this 

unit, when learning how to prepare a cash 

budget and a range of cost statements. 

Understanding key management accounting 

terms as well as skills in interpretation, analysis 

and evaluation are covered. When studying 

management accounting, learners will 

experience financial decision making within a 

range of contexts. 

 
Assessment 

N5 Accounting assessment is as follows: 

 The Assignment—a practical IT set of tasks, 

completed during class time, worth 50 marks 

(28% of the overall award). 

 Question paper—a range of financial and 

management accounting practical tasks, and a 

few short theory questions, completed during 

the SQA exam diet, worth 130 marks (72% of 

the overall award). 

N5 Accounting course is offered for learners 

who have successfully completed Accounting 

in S3. There is no National 4 course. 

 

Progression 

Learners can progress through N5, and from 

N5 into Higher Accounting if they achieve an A 

or B in N5 in this subject. Learners can also 

choose to study another Business Education 

subject e.g. Administration & IT, Business 

Management and Economics. 

 

Career Opportunities 

This course prepares learners for everyday life, 

the world of work and further study. All 

organisations require staff with skills in 

accounting and finance. With accountancy as 

a growth area, now is an ideal time to plan your 

career, whether it be the chartered route via a 

university place or an apprenticeship, or 

directly into employment. The opportunities 

within the accountancy field are very 

widespread—the public, private and voluntary 

sector—not forgetting the increasing part that 

technology plays within this area of work. 

National 5 

Accounting is the study of how financial 

information is recorded and measured by 

organisations and if you like working with 

numbers you will find this subject exciting and 

rewarding. The skills and knowledge gained 

through the study of Accounting are used in 

every organisation and are at the heart of 

decision making and success. The ability to 

prepare accounting statements, analyse, 

interpret and then report on an organisation’s 

performance will be a very impressive addition to 

your CV. 

Accounting is a key function within all 

organisations. It is vital that accountants can 

provide timely and relevant information to 

management for the organisation to succeed.  It 

is a practical subject, with learners making 

regular use of spreadsheets to produce and 

communicate financial statements. A main 

feature of this course is the development of 

numeracy as well as thinking skills, which 

encourage learners to think logically and to apply 

accounting principles in their everyday lives. 

Learners will also have the opportunity to 

develop personal financial awareness, which is a 

life skill. The key areas of learning are as follows: 

Financial Accounting 

This unit allows learners to develop skills, 

knowledge and understanding to record financial 

accounting transactions and prepare period end 

financial statements of a sole trader. Some 

examples: business documents, ledger 

accounts, the Trial Balance, Income Statement, 

Statement of Financial Position. Learners will 

also gain an understanding of key financial 

accounting terms relating financial accounting 

and sources of finance. Analysis skills will be 

enhanced by learning how to interpret financial 

statements using business ratio analysis, 

commenting on business performance. 



Accounting 

For more information 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/ 

HigherCourseSpecAccounting.pdf 

 

Higher Course Overview 

Accounting is an essential function within all 

organisations—only with effective accounting 

procedures and trained accountants providing 

timely, relevant and accurate information to 

management, can organisations achieve their 

aims. Studying Higher Accounting enables 

learners to therefore understand, and make 

use of financial information. 

This course develops learners' accuracy in 

preparing, presenting and interpreting 

accounting information, and enables them to 

apply a wide range of accounting concepts and 

techniques when preparing financial 

information. Higher Accounting is delivered 

and assessed using IT, specifically Ms Excel, 

with learners given the opportunity to improve 

their skills and capability within this area of 

expertise. Accounting relates to many aspects 

of day-to-day activities, and provides learners 

with topical experiences and which develop 

skills for learning, life and work. The course 

encourages learners to think logically, work 

accurately and apply problem solving skills. 

Being able to apply accounting principles in 

everyday lives will support learners’ personal 

financial awareness. 

The course consists of two areas of study: 

Financial Accounting is where learners 

develop their understanding of how to prepare 

a wide range of financial accounting 

information. They learn about current financial 

accounting regulations and apply them to a 

range of business structures. Learning about 

how stakeholders use this information to 

assess an organisation’s current financial 

position is also a key feature of the course. 

Management Accounting is where 

learners develop their understanding of internal 

accounting procedures, specifically for 

planning and forecasting. They will learn how 

to prepare information using a range  of routine 

and complex accounting techniques. Through 

this area of study, learners will begin to 

understand how management utilise 

information when making decisions about the 

planning, control and future direction of an 

organisation. 

 

 

Assessment 

Higher Accounting assessment is as follows: 

 The Assignment—a practical IT set of tasks, 

completed during class time, worth 60 marks 

(33% of the overall award). 

 Question Paper—a range of financial and 

management accounting practical tasks, and 

written response theory questions, completed 

during the SQA exam diet, worth 120 marks 

(73% of the overall award). 

 
 

Career Opportunities 

These courses prepares learners for everyday 

life, the world of work and further study. All 

organisations require staff with skills in 

accounting and finance. With accountancy as a 

growth area, now is an ideal time to plan your 

career, whether it be the chartered route via a 

university place or an apprenticeship, or 

directly into employment. The opportunities 

within the accountancy field are very 

widespread—the public, private and voluntary 

sector—not forgetting the increasing part that 

technology plays within this area of work. 

http://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/
http://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/
http://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/


Administration and IT 
Communication in Administration  

Using a variety of software, learners will 

develop communication skills with E-mail, 

E-diary, presentation and internet research in 

order to gather and share information with 

others in admin-related contexts. 

They will develop an understanding of what 

constitutes a reliable source of information and 

an ability to identify and use the most 

appropriate methods for gathering information. 

Understanding the many potential barriers to 

effective communication also features in this 

unit, as well as learning how to communicate 

with appropriate context, audience and purpose 

in mind. 

Assessment 

N3 and N4 Admin & IT courses are unit based, 

with learners making progress through 

continuous assessment. 

N5 Admin & IT assessment is as follows: 

 The Assignment—a practical IT set of tasks, 

completed during class time, worth 70 marks 

(58% of the overall award). 

 Question paper—a practical IT set of tasks, 

completed during the SQA exam diet, worth 50 

marks (42% of the overall award). 

Both elements are externally marked by SQA 
and graded A to D based on total marks 
achieved. Course achievement also gives an 
automatic core skills award for ICT SCQF Level 
5. 

Progression 

Learners can progress through N4 to N5, and 

from N5 into Higher Administration & IT if they 

achieve an A or B in N5 in this subject. Learners 

can also choose to study another Business 

Education subject, for example Accounting, 

Economics and Business Management. 

Being able to contribute to the effective 

functioning of an organization is a highly-

desirable skill. Administration is a growing 

sector, it cuts across the entire economy having 

knowledge of ICT is vital in the current climate. 

National 3, 4 and 5 

Administration & IT is the ideal course 

if you want to improve your IT skills and 

knowledge using Microsoft Office. This course 

also helps with other school subjects by 

developing a range of essential organisational 

and IT skills which will stand you in good stead 

regardless of the career path you choose and 

will uniquely enhance your employability and 

self-organisation. 

It is a very practical, skills-based subject, and 

learners will be making use of desk top 

computers during lessons. During this course 

and at all levels, learners will become very 

efficient at file management, improve their 

organisational and planning skills, and learn 

how to prioritise. Topics are integrated to allow 

learners the experience of using administrative 

skills within a range of scenarios. The key areas 

of learning are as follows: 

Administrative Practices 

Using a range of software, learners will develop 

knowledge of good customer care and its 

benefits to a range of organisations; the 

responsibilities of the employer and employee 

with regards to health and safety legislation and 

the roles and duties of an Administrative 

Assistant. Learners will then apply their 

knowledge to carry out a range of administrative 

tasks to organise and support a small-scale 

event. 

IT Solutions for Administrators 
This unit aims to develop learners’ practical IT 

skills, functions and formatting within Word 

Processing, Spreadsheets, Databases and 

Desk Top Publishing, in a range of contexts. 

These will be used to create and edit business 

documents, enabling learners to develop their 

skills in IT, problem solving, organising and 

managing information. 

 



Administration and IT 

For more information 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/ 

HigherCourseSpecAIT.pdf 

 

Higher Course Overview 

This Higher course builds on the skills, 

knowledge and understanding gained in 

National 5 Administration and IT and provides 

learners with the experience of completing 

senior administration tasks and engaging 

practical activities relevant to the world of work. 

Learners develop the ability to use a range of 

advanced Microsoft Office applications as well 

as emerging social and digital technologies. 

The course focuses on the following areas of 

knowledge: 

Administrative theory and practice: 

Candidates develop their understanding of the 

factors contributing to an efficient administrative 

function. These include time and task 

management, effective teams, complying with 

workplace legislation, the impact of digital 

technologies, and customer care.  

IT applications:  

Candidates develop skills in organising and 

managing information using digital technology 

in administrative contexts. They use software 

application functions to analyse, process and 

manage information, in order to create and edit 

complex business documents.  

Communication:  

Candidates develop an understanding of 

barriers to communication and ways of 

overcoming them to ensure communication is 

effective. They also develop skills, knowledge 

and understanding of how to maintain the 

security and confidentiality of information as 

well as using digital technology to communicate 

information in ways appropriate to its context, 

audience and purpose 

Assessment 

Higher Administration and IT assessment is 

as follows: 

 The Assignment—a practical IT set of tasks, 

completed during class time, worth 70 marks 

(58% of the overall award). 

• advanced functions in word-processing, 

spreadsheets, presentation and database 

software to produce, process and manage 

information, including problem solving 

• electronic research skills and source 

complex information 

• effective communication skills, when taking 

account of context, purpose and audience 

 Question paper—a written exam, completed 

during the SQA exam diet, worth 50 marks 

(42% of the overall award). 

• administrative theory and draw valid 

conclusions based on evidence provided. 

Career Opportunities 

Career progression routes include 

Economics, Business and Human Resource 

Management, Accounting, and Public 

Services. 

Being able to contribute to the effective 

functioning of an organisation is a highly- 

desirable skill. Administration is a growing 

sector, it cuts across the entire economy and 

offers wide-ranging employment opportunities. 

Administration & IT skills also have extensive 

applications not only in employment but are 

useful skills to have if learners are going into 

the college or university pathways no matter 

what the subject area of study is.

http://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/
http://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/
http://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/


 
 
 

National 3, 4 and 5 

Business Management is the study of the ways 

organisations use information to achieve their 

goals, demonstrating the impact that business 

has on all our lives. Learning the ways in which 

your own abilities and entrepreneurial skills can 

help organisations is very rewarding and 

satisfying.  

Business plays an important role in society. We 

all rely on businesses to create wealth, 

prosperity, jobs and choices. Therefore, it is 

essential for society to have effective businesses 

and business managers to sustain this role. The 

Course therefore includes the study of 

organisations in the private, public and voluntary 

sectors. 

The course introduces learners to the vibrant, 

competitive and economic environment of 

industry and commerce. Skills developed will 

support learners in becoming more confident, 

particularly regarding their own future education 

and place in the world of work. A wide range of 

skills are learned during this course: 

• Enterprise and employability skills 

• Interpreting and drawing conclusions from 
business information 

• Communication and ICT skills 

• Researching, presenting and analysing 
information 

Learners will have the opportunity to research 

real life business situations and use the case 

study method to improve their analytical, literacy, 

and team working skills. The key areas of 

learning are as follows: 

Management of People and Finance 

Recruitment, selection, training, motivation, 

legislation and employment relations feature in 

this unit. It also includes sources of finance, final 

accounts, job costing and budgeting. 

Understanding Business 

This unit explores the role of business and 

enterprise, objectives of small/medium-sized 

business organisations, the external factors 

affecting operations, decision-making and 

success/survival of a business. 

Management of Marketing & Operations 

This unit studies processes and procedures 

that organisations use in order to maintain 

quality and competitiveness against rival 

businesses. Topic areas include market 

research, the marketing mix, inventory, 

choice of supplier, methods of production, 

and methods to ensure quality. 

 

Assessment 

N3 and N4 Business courses are unit 

based, with learners making progress 

through continuous assessment. 

N5 Business Management assessment is 

as follows: 

 The Assignment 

A business investigation—own choice— 

completed during class time, worth 30 marks 

(25% of the overall award). 

 Question paper 

A written exam, completed during the SQA 

exam diet, worth 90 marks (75% of the 

overall award). 

Progression 

Learners can progress through N4, N5, and 

from N5 into Higher Business Management if 

they achieve an A or B in N5 in this subject. 

Learners can also choose to study another 

Business Education subject e.g. Accounting 

and Administration & IT and Economics. 

All organisations require business expertise 

in order to function effectively.  There are lots 

of further and higher education 

establishments which offer business-related 

courses, and all business qualifications will 

be of interest to prospective employers. 

 

Business Management 



 
 

 
Higher Course Overview 

Business plays an crucial role in society. We all 

rely on businesses to create wealth, jobs, 

prosperity and choices. This course develops 

learners’ understanding of the way in which 

businesses operate in the current dynamic, 

competitive and economic environments and to 

encourage entrepreneurial attitudes. There are 

five areas of study: 

Understanding Business 

Management of Marketing 

Management of People 

Management of Operations 

Management of Finance 

Throughout the course, the focus is on medium 

and large-sized organisations. 

Understanding Business—learners develop 

their understanding of how large organisations in 

the private, public and third sectors operate, 

make decisions and pursue their strategic goals. 

They analyse the impact that internal and 

external environments have on an organisation’s 

activity, and consider the implications of these 

factors, including corporate and social 

responsibility. 

Management of Marketing: In this topic learners 

develop their understanding of the importance of 

effective marketing systems to large 

organisations. They learn strategies to improve 

awareness, sales, competitiveness and customer 

satisfaction. 

Management of People: Learners develop their 

understanding of the issues that large 

organisations face when managing people. They 

learn how organisations manage staff, including 

retention, training, leadership and motivation. 

Management of Operations: In this topic 

learners will develop their understanding of the 

importance of effective operations systems to 

For more information 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/ 

HigherCourseSpecBusinessManagement.pdf 

 
large organisations. They will learn how 

companies improve and/or maintain quality, 

develop an ethical business, and the 

importance of satisfying both internal and 

external customers’ needs. 

Management of Finance: Learners will 

develop their understanding of the issues that 

large organisations face when managing 

finance and how to use financial information 

to inform decision making. 

Assessment 

Higher Business Management assess- 

ment is as follows: 

 The Assignment—a business investigation— 

own choice—based in class and with some 

guidance, worth 30 marks (25% of the over- 

all award). Learners will research, analyse 

and provide conclusions/recommendations, 

and produce a business report. 

 Question paper—a written exam, completed 

during the SQA exam diet, worth 90 marks 

(75% of the overall award). 

Career Opportunities 

All organisations require business expertise 

in order to function effectively. There are lots 

of further and higher education 

establishments which offer business-related 

courses, and all business qualifications will be 

of interest to prospective employers. The 

transferrable skills that you will develop opens 

up a very wide range of career options—from 

health service manager to head teacher; from 

production manager to politician! There is 

really no limit to the type of job which uses the 

skills you learn in Business Management! 

Business Management 
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Economics 

Higher Course Overview 
Economics is part of our everyday lives and 
study of this course will give learners an 
appreciation of how markets and governments 
work as well as the importance of international 
trade to our economy. It will also enable learners 
to make better choices relating to their life and 
work. Every day some economic problem is 
mentioned in the news, on the radio and on 
television and by studying economics, students 
will become better informed and more 
responsible citizens.  
 
A main feature of the course is the development 
of numeracy, problem-solving, decision making 
and IT skills, all of which are essential in 
enhancing employment opportunities. The 
course will enable learners to understand and 
make use of economic information to explain the 
actions of individuals, businesses and 
governments.  
 
By studying Economics learners will have the 
opportunity to participate in different 
group/individual and team-building activities. 
Using a variety of resources e.g. worksheets, 
newspapers, videos, TV programmes, 
textbooks and mini projects, learners will 
explore the economic problems faced by 
individuals, businesses and governments. 
Learners will also use IT to evaluate real life 
economic situations and make informed 
judgements.  

 
Learners will be exposed to a variety of 
methods designed to aid and develop skills in 
the interpretation, analysis and evaluation of 
economic information.  
 

The course comprises 3 units: Economics of the 
Market, UK Economic Activity and Global 
Economic Activity.  
 
The main areas of study include: an 
understanding of the fundamental economic 
problem of allocating scarce resources; markets; 
international trade; exchange rates; aid; the role 
of the Government in the economy; employment; 
economic growth and inflation.  Learners are 
required to keep abreast of current affairs. 

ASSESSMENT 

Higher Economics assessment is as 

follows: 

 External assessment completed within 

the SQA exam diet - consists of a final 

written paper, worth 90 marks. 

Coursework – class-based assignment – 
investigating a current economic issue and its 
impact on individuals, the government and 
businesses – worth 30 marks. 
 

HOMEWORK 
 

Learners must keep themselves well-

informed of major economic events by 

watching appropriate TV 

news/documentary programmes and by 

reading a good quality newspaper/news 

apps. There will be the need to 

complete and consolidate classwork. 

ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS 

 

This is a one-year course, therefore the 
following is recommended: S4/S5: a good 
pass in any Business subject at Nat 5 level. 
(Students should also have Nat 5 passes in 
English and Maths). S6: Highly suitable for 
those Students who have already gained 2 
or more passes at Higher Grade and who 
have an interest in Business, Enterprise, 
Politics and Finance. 
 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

 

The study of Economics provides 
qualifications which can be used for 
university entrance and employment in the 
world of Banking, Insurance, Marketing and 
Business Administration. This course also 
provides an excellent basis for further study 
in general areas such as Business, Social 
Studies, Politics and Management. 



For more information 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/ 

HigherCourseSpecCompSci.pdf 
 

National 3, 4 and 5 

Choosing to study Computing Science will al- 
low learners to work independently to learn 
about and develop skills in a subject area that is 
evolving rapidly as technology advances. 
Computing Science shapes the world in which 
we live and its future. The course brings to- 
gether  elements of technology, science 
and creative digital media, providing an insight 
into the challenge, excitement and reward to be 
found in these areas. 

There are traditionally three levels—National 3 
to National 5 offered in S4 however, if a learn- 
er is identified as being of National 4 ability then 
the department will focus on     deliver- ing the 
full National 4 along with SCQF Level 5 Web 
Development which will allow for better 
progression in S5. 

• computational thinking and programing skills 

while working on practical tasks using Visual 

Basic and Scratch. 

• how data and instructions are stored in 

binary form 

• how programming underpins computer 

applications 

• the impact of commonly used programs on 

society or the environment. 

Studying the unit on Information Systems 

Design and Development at National 4 will teach 

learners about: 

• Practical problem solving skills in information 

system design and develop- 

 ment 

Studying Computing Science enables 
learners to: 

• Creating  databases  and  websites—these 

tasks will involve simple features and 

• Use computational thinking skills—think 
logically and solve problems 

straightforward contexts 

• Basic computer hardware, software, 

• Develop knowledge and understanding of 
computing science 

• Develop skills in analysis, design, 
implementation and testing and evaluation 
when programming, creating websites and 
creating databases. 

• Communicate computing ideas using ap- 
propriate terminology 

connectivity and security issues. 

Assessment 

There is an assignment associated with National 

4 which expects the learner to apply skills and 

knowledge from the units above to 

analyse  and  solve  a  challenging   computing 

• Understanding the impact of computing sci- 
ence on society 

science problem. 

Learners need to pass all units and 
 assignment in order to be awarded a National 

There are three units: 4  in Computing Science. There is no grade 

 associated with National 3 or 4. 

• Software Design and Development 

• Information System Design and 
Development 

Progression 

Achievement of National 4 with SCQF Level 5 

• Computing Science Assignment means that a pupil can progress onto National 

 5 in S5 or take up SCQF Level 5 Cyber 

In studying software design and development 

at National 4 level candidates will learn about: 

• practical problem solving skills in design 

Security. There will be further developments in 

the department and so look out for an update to 

the course offer. 

and development  

Computing Science 
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Computing Science 
 

National 5 

• Software Design and Development 

• Computer Systems 

• Database Design and Development 

• Web Design and Development 

• Computing Science Assignment 

In Software Design and Development the 

learner will create programs that use Visual 

Studio to develop their knowledge, 

understanding and problem solving skills 

along with developing their computational 

thinking skills. Learners will also be able to 

explain how programs work along with learning 

about how to analyse problems, and design, 

implement, test and evaluate their solutions. 

Computer Systems is a topic where learn- ers 

will study how data and instructions are stored 

in binary form. They will also learn about 

computer architecture i.e. the parts of a 

computer system and the environmental 

impact of the use of computers. There is also 

a section dedicated to learning about security 

precautions to protect computer systems. 

Database design and development 

develops the learners knowledge and 

understanding and practical problem solving 

skills in database design and development. 

They will learn to analyse, design, implement, 

test and evaluate databases and learn how to 

use SQL to search and sort a database. 

Learners will also be studying Web Design 

and Development where they will develop 

their knowledge, understanding and practical 

problem solving. They will also learn to 

analyse, design, implement, test and evaluate 

websites and how to code them using HTML, 

CSS and JavaScript. 

Assessment 

Learners are assessed by two components: 

• Practical Assignment (50 marks) 

• Question paper (110 marks) 

Practical Assignment 

The purpose of the assignment is to assess 

practical application of knowledge and skills 

from across the course to develop a solution to 

a computing science problem. It will  assess the 

learner’s skills in analysing a problem, 

designing, implementing and testing  a  solution 

to the problem and reporting on that solution. 

The assignment is worth 50 marks and this 

equates to 31% of the total award. 

Marks are distributed across the five skills 

covered by the assignment as follows: 

• Analysis (5 marks) 

• Design (5 marks) 

• Implementation (30 marks) 

• Testing (5 marks) 

• Evaluation (5 marks) 

Both the assignment and the question paper will 

be set and externally marked by the SQA. 

National 5 is awarded a grade from A to D. 

 

 
Progression 

Achievement of National 5 means that a pupil 

can progress onto Higher in S5 or take up 

SCQF Level 5 Cyber Security.  There are   also 

college courses on offer such as SCQF Level 5 

or 6 in Games Design that could be accessed 

by pupils who have achieved National 5 

Computing Science and National 5 

Mathematics. 

There are developments in the department and 

so look out for an update to the course offer. 



For more information 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/ 

HigherCourseSpecCompSci.pdf 

 

Higher Course Overview 

Computing science is vital to everyday life –on 

social, technological and economic levels. It 

shapes the world in which we live and its future. 

Computing is embedded in the world around 

us, from systems and devices in our homes to 

our places of work. It has also changed the way 

we learn, relax, travel and communicate. 

Learning computing science will give you many 

benefits apart from learning about technology. 

You will learn valuable transferable work and 

life skills, such as being able to solve problems 

in a logical way, think creatively and handle 

information. 

The Higher Computing Science course builds 

on the skills, knowledge and understanding 

gained in National 5 Computing Science. The 

Higher Computing Science Course introduces 

learners to an advanced range of 

computational processes and thinking, and 

develops a rigorous approach to the design 

and development process across a variety of 

contemporary contexts. Learners gain an 

awareness of the importance that computing 

professionals play in meeting the needs of 

society today and for the future, in fields which 

include science, education, business and 

industry. 

There are four key areas of study: 

Software Design and Development 

Computer Systems 

Database Design and Development 

Web Design and Development 

Assessment 

The question paper gives candidates the 

opportunity, through a range of contemporary 

contexts, to demonstrate their ability to: 

• apply computational thinking to 

understand problems 

• Analyse computing science problems 

with some complex aspects 

• design, implement, test and evaluate 

digital solutions (including computer 

programs) to problems 

• communicate how a program works in 

technical detail 

• communicate understanding of 

advanced concepts 

• understand the legal and environmental 

impact of contemporary computing 

technologies 

• apply computing science concepts and 

techniques to create solution 

The question paper has a total mark allocation 

of 110 marks. This is 69% of the overall marks 

for the course assessment. There is also an 

assignment which is worth 31% of the course 

and this is based in class under SQA guidance. 

Career Opportunities 

From games developer to manager of IT and 

communications services, you'll have a range 

of opportunities open to you with qualifications 

in Computing Science. If you are  creative then 

you could be the next big thing in app 

development or technology advancement. 

Computing Science 
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Cyber Security and the concerns over 

breaches have hit the news in recent months 

and so this highly topical course is relevant and 

up to date. Everything is moving towards 

digitalisation and ultimately this will require 

cyber security experts who will act as 

guardians of the cyber world. Every internet 

giants live Facebook and Google launch bug 

bounty programs which rewards its “guardians” 

with great job prospects and financial rewards. 

You can also become a security researcher if 

you study Cyber Security at higher levels or 

write blogs about the vulnerability in security. 

For good candidates with a great imagination 

and excellent qualifications there are no job 

shortages in this field globally. 

 
The NPAs in Cyber Security is an introduction 

to this world and at Belmont Academy it is 

offered at SCQF levels 4, 5 and 6. It provides 

basic/foundation knowledge and skills in 

• data security, 

• digital forensics 

• ethical hacking 

 
and provide a skills pipeline into the cyber 

security industry. 

 
Learners will experience a very practical based 

course which is designed to raise awareness of 

cyber security. They will learn how to ensure 

their own safety online and will be able to 

identify security weakness safely, legally and 

ethically. They will also help learners to 

contribute more safely to virtual communities. 

Assessment 

Assessment of this award will be a combination 

of practical and knowledge assessments under 

closed- and open-book assessment conditions. 

Cyber Security NPA 



Design & Manufacture 
 

Pupils drawings and diagrams, articulate  

. 

 

National 4/5  

Introduction 

Design and Manufacture provides a practical 

introduction to design, materials and 

manufacturing processes. Pupils gain skills in 

designing and engineering ideas. Pupils 

explore the properties and uses of materials, 

to make models and prototypes of products 

meeting ever more challenging problems.  

This is a practical course, combining elements 

of creativity and designing with a requirement 

to consider the various factors that impact on 

everyday product design. Pupils will consider 

the life cycle of a product from its inception 

through design, manufacture, and use, 

including its disposal or re-use.  

 

Pupils will develop the ability to: read drawings 

and diagrams, articulate and communicate 

ideas, develop solutions and manufacture their 

design ideas. Design and Manufacture also 

allows them to consider how technologies and 

design thinking impact the world of the 

designer, manufacturer and consumer. The 

course will be delivered through a series of 

design assignments developing creativity and 

innovation. 

There are two areas of study: 

Design 

In this aspect of the course learners 

cover the design process as shown 

above. They will learn how to initiate, 

develop, articulate and communicate 

design proposals to variety of clients. 

Along with learning about the design 

process they will develop their design 

skills in sketching, researching and 

product evaluation and manufacture. 

This area will also enable learners to 

understand design concepts and the 

various factors that influence the design 

of everything in their world. 

 

Materials and Manufacturing 

 
This area of study learners will learn how 
to “close the design loop” by 
manufacturing their own design ideas. 
During this they will develop practical 
skills needed for the design/make and 
test phase. Pupils will learn about the 
properties and uses of materials as well 
as manufacturing techniques. They will 
also learn to refine and resolve design 
and manufacturing issues through 
modeling and prototyping, a unique 
experience. 
 

D&M Assessment 

National 4 candidates will be required to 

pass all units and National 4 learners also 

need to pass the Added Value Unit which is 

is expected at the end of S3. 

To achieve National 5 the course 

assessment has three components: 

• Design assignment (55 marks) 30% 

• Practical assignment (45 marks) 25% 

• Question paper (80 marks) 45% 

 



 
 
 
 

Progression 

Successful completion of National 5 Design 

and Manufacture grade A-C will allow learners 

to progress onto Higher Design and 

Manufacture or take a sidestep into National 

5 Woodwork or Metalwork in S5 and 

Electronics in S6. 
 

Candidates who achieve a National 4 in S3/4 

are encouraged to continue on to achieve 

their National 5 the following year. They Can 

also access the other National 5 courses 

offered by the department to support their 

learning. 
 

The college also offer progression in this 

curriculum area in courses such as 

construction, mechanics and engineering and 

so please see their course descriptors for 

information. 

CAREERS 

Achieving qualifications in Design and 

Manufacture can lead learners into many 

different fields of study/career paths. They 

are a great foundation for moving into 

different types of engineering such as 

aeronautical, aircraft mechanic, chemical, civil 

or structural to name a few. This qualification 

could also lead learners into a design career 

path into careers such as craft designer, 

furniture, games, interior, set. It is also a 

good basis for moving into a trade or an 

apprenticeship where creative problem 

solving is a key skill. 

Design assignment assesses the application of 
design skills to develop a proposal to a set 
brief: 

Analysing a brief (8 marks) 

Generating ideas (9 marks) 

Developing ideas (20 marks) 

Using models (6 marks) 

Using graphics (6 marks) 

Planning for manufacture (6 marks) 

 

Manufacturing Assignment assesses the 

application of practical skills: 

Measuring and marking out (9 marks) 

Using hand and machine tools (18 marks) 

Assembling components (5 marks) 

Finishing (9 marks) 

Evaluating (4 marks) 

The assignment component will be set by 

the SQA and marked by a visiting SQA 

assessor. 

 

 

The course in its entirety is graded A to D. 



Design & Manufacture 
 

Higher Course Overview 

This course allows learners to develop the 

knowledge and skills they need to appreciate 

design and manufacturing industries, and to 

contribute and adapt to the opportunities they 

offer. Learners will build on their National 5 

experience to further develop their  knowledge of 

design and commercial manufacture together 

with the creative and practical skills required to 

design solutions to real problems.  The impact  of 

design and commercial manufacture on our 

environment cannot be underestimated and this 

course encourages learners to think about 

sustainability and the Planet. The real life learning 

encourages pupils to make decisions and take 

responsibility for them thus developing global 

citizenship. 

In this course learners will study the lifecycle of 

products from their inception through design, 

manufacture, and use, including their disposal 

and/or re-use. 

Through this course learners continue to develop: 

• research skills 

• skills in designing products 

• knowledge and understanding  of  materials 

and commercial manufacture 

• knowledge and understanding of design 

factors 

• an understanding of the impact of design 

and manufacturing technologies on society, 

the environment and the world of work 

The course has two areas of study: 

Design 

Manufacture 

For more information 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/ 

HigherCourseSpecDesignAndManufacture.pdf 

 

Assessment 

Question Paper—80 marks and has two 

sections. 

Section 1 has 25 marks. This question 

gives learners the opportunity to 

demonstrate: 

• knowledge and understanding of how 

products are influenced by materials 

and processes 

• knowledge of how products are 

influenced by design factors 

Section 2 has 55 marks and focuses on 

the design and manufacture of commercial 

products and the impact design and 

manufacturing technologies have on society, 

the environment and the world of work. 

There is a course assignment which has 90 

marks assigned to it. The assignment 

assesses the ability  of  candidates  to  apply 

design skills to develop a proposal according 

to a set brief . 

Career Opportunities 

Design skills and the ability to visualise new 

ideas and create sketches and drawing to 

illustrate concept design which can be useful 

in many career pathways such as  design 

engineering, product engineering, 

biomechanical engineering, marketing, sales 

and advertising, arts and crafts and design, 

broadcast media and performing arts, 

journalism and publishing, construction. 60% 

of industry growth has been in areas that 

prioritises creative problem solving which is 

a key element in this course at Higher level. 

http://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/
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Graphic Communication 

 

 

Introduction 

Graphic Communication introduces pupils 

to the wide variety of presentation methods 

employed in graphic production.  Learners 

will have opportunities to gain skills in 

reading, interpreting, and creating technical 

graphics. Pupils will also initiate, develop and 

communicate ideas graphically; developing 

an awareness of graphic communication as a 

global language and the applications of 

Industrial Design.  

 

This is a practical course, combining 

creativity and design, whilst considering 

factors that impact on graphic design. Pupils 

will produce simple preliminary, production 

and promotional graphics in straightforward, 

familiar and new contexts. Graphic 

Communication also allows pupils to 

consider how technologies impact the world 

around them through Engineering and 

Creative Design industries.  

 

The variety of skills developed within this 

course have allowed this subject to be at 

the forefront of innovation and a positive 

choice in developing young people with 

essential skills for future careers. 
 

Key Knowledge and skills 

development: 

• Creating 3D models and virtual 

environments. 

• Sketching and rendering 2D and 3D 

graphics both manually and digitally. 

• Creating engineering drawings to British 

Standard conventions. 

• Interpreting & creating logo’s, floor plans, 

product packaging, product advertising 

and point of sale displays. 

• Colour-theory; the psychology of colour in 

marketing and promotion. 

This course is very relatable, practical 

and experimental in nature, and 

continues to have the largest uptake 

nationally of any Technologies courses 

due to the skills developed aligning 

closely to professional standards. 

 

There are two skill drivers in Graphics: 

• Technical Graphics (2D Graphic 

Communication) 

• Visual media graphics (3D and Pictorial 

Graphic Communication) 

 

These areas of study present 

opportunities for students to develop 

their creativity and creative problem-

solving skills within each set brief. This 

develops on from the design thinking 

developed within the BGE and enable 

our student to refine their own style 

and approach to graphic layouts. 



 

GC 
Assessment 

GC 
Progression 

National 4 is internally assessed and all 

units are required to be passed. The Added 

Value Unit must also be completed for 

those targeting National 4. S3 pupils aim to 

achieve this level before progressing into 

S4 for their National 5 year.  

National 5 course assessment  

• Question paper worth 80 marks 

• Assignment worth 40 marks 

 

The question paper The question paper is 

set and marked by the SQA. This accounts 

for 67% of the final mark. 

The assignment is carried out over eight 

hours and will assess the practical 

applications of knowledge and skills from 

the course to develop a solution to an 

appropriately challenging Graphic Brief. This 

is marked by SQA and accounts for 33% of 

the final mark. 

 

Course structure Graphic communication set 

learning in an active learning environment 

where from June to December the students 

will tackle a variety of briefs where they are 

supported in developing both their 

knowledge and skills. December will see a 

mock assignment and a course assessment 

paper. These are used to set targets to 

improve performance or identify gaps in 

learning before the SQA projects in February. 

Successful completion of National 5 Graphic 

Communication grade A-C will allow 

students to progress onto Higher Graphic 

Communication or take a sidestep into 

National 5 Engineering Science, Design and 

manufacture, Woodwork or Metalwork in 

S5. 

The college also offer progression in this 

curriculum area in courses such as CAD, 

construction, mechanics, engineering, Media 

Design, Graphic Design and so please see 

their course descriptors for information. 

Achieving qualifications in Graphic 

Communication can lead learners into many 

different fields of study/career paths. This is 

a great platform for moving into different 

types of careers as the course is jam packed 

with skills for life and work. E.g. engineering, 

architecture, design, marketing, computer 

animation, CAD design, Industrial design, 

aeronautical, Finite element analysis, 

materials simulation, Film editing and CGI 

modeling, the list goes on and on. 

A career in Graphic Communications blends 

art and technology with business. This 

unique skills development aligned with the 

development of critical thinking and 

problem- solving makes this an easy choice 

for aspiring young people. 

GC Career 



For more information 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/ 

HigherCourseSpecGraphComm.pdf 

 

Higher Course Overview 

This is a practical course which builds on from the 

skills developed in the BGE & National 5. Higher 

Graphic Communication combines creativity and 

communication for visual impact with elements of 

protocol and an appreciation of the importance of 

graphic communication. Learners will continue to 

develop: 

• skills in graphic communication techniques, 

including the use of equipment, graphic 

materials and software 

• creativity in the production of graphic 

communications to produce visual impact in 

meeting a specified purpose 

• skills in evaluating the effectiveness of 

graphics in communicating and meeting their 

purpose 

• an understanding of graphic communication 

standards, protocols and conventions and 

the impact of these on our environment and 

society. 

The course develops two main areas: 

2D Graphic Communication 

3D Graphic Communication 

In these areas learners will develop creativity and 

presenting skills. They will initiate, plan, develop 

and communicate ideas graphically whilst 

developing spatial awareness, visual literacy and 

the ability to interpret drawings, diagrams and 

other graphics. 

They will also be taught how to appreciate and 

critically evaluate their own work and that of their 

peers. 

Assessment 

There is a question paper set by the SQA 

worth 90 marks which equates to 64% of 

the overall marks for the course 

assessment. 

There is also a course assignment which 

assesses learners’ ability to apply graphic 

communication skills and knowledge 

acquired and developed during  the course, 

in the context of defined tasks which require 

a response to a problem or situation. It has 

three areas covering preliminary, 

production and promotional graphics. The 

assignment has a total mark allocation of 

50 marks. This is 36% of the overall 

marks for the course assessment. 

 

Career Opportunities 

The career pathways are varied if you 

secure a qualification in graphic 

communication. 

These jobs consist of engineering, 

medicine, robotics, manufacture 

engineering, aeronautical engineering, civil 

engineering, architecture, working in 

design engineering, product engineering, 

biomechanical engineering, graphic design 

and graphic media, commercial printing, 

digital imaging, additive manufacture and 

CNC, financial printing, magazine and book 

editing, publishing and printing. 

Many graphic communications positions 

are high-tech and require creativity and 

enthusiasm. The skills developed in this 

course are significant toward working in 

today’s global markets and being equipped 

and prepared for the changing skills 

required by employers and clients. 

 

    

Graphic Communication 
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PW Assessment 

National 4 will be achieved if learners complete 

successfully all the units including the Added 

Value Unit, this is the same project as N5 and the 

intention would be that all candidates progress at 

National 5 level. 

To achieve National 5 learners will be required to 

complete the course requirements and 

assessments. This will consist of two components 

worth a total of 70 marks. 

• Practical Activity worth 55 marks (79%) 

• Logbook and safe working practice 15 Marks 

(21%) 

The practical activity is set by the SQA and is 

conducted under supervision and control. The 

practical activity will be to manufacture a product 

and complete a log book. The log book will be 

provided as part of the assessment task.  

PM Progression 

Successful completion of National 5 Practical 

Woodworking will allow learners to progress 

to National 5 Metalwork and can lead on to 

Design and manufacture. The college offer 

progression from this course as well and so 

please look at their option offer pages. 

Practical Woodwork 

Introduction 

This course will give you a broad introduction 
to practical woodworking skills. You will learn 
the correct use of tools and equipment, and a 
range of materials, processes and techniques. 
And, you will be able to read and interpret 
diagrams, and work safely in a workshop-
based setting. You will get to use some 
creative skills, and plan your activities through 
to completing a finished product in wood. 
The skills you learn in this course will help you 
move into career areas such as Construction, 
joinery, carpentry, craft, engineering and 
manufacture. 
 
This course has three units and a course 
assessment task.  
 
No exam currently in this subject. 
 

1. Flat frame construction 

2. Carcase construction 

3. Machine and Finishing 

 

Flat Frame Construction—learners will develop 

their knowledge and understanding and skills in 

making woodworking joints and assemblies. 

Carcass Construction—learners will develop 

their knowledge and understanding and skills in 

making woodworking joints and assemblies 

commonly used in carcass construction. This 

may include working with manufactured board 

or with frames and panels. 

Machine and Finishing—through this section 

learners will develop their skills, knowledge and 

understanding in using machine and power tools. 

They will also develop their skills using a variety 

of woodworking surface preparations and 

finishing techniques and project logbook 



Practical Metalwork 
 

 

Introduction 

This is a practical skills based course; it allows 
learners to develop skills in reading drawings 
and diagrams, measuring and marking out, as 
well as cutting, shaping and finishing materials. 
It allows them to learn how to work effectively 
alongside others in a shared workshop 
environment. The Course allows learners to 
gain a range of practical metalworking skills 
and to use a variety of tools, equipment and 
materials. It allows them to plan activities 
through to the completion of a finished product 
in metal. This course would suit learners with 
an interest in crafts and practical 
manufacturing.   
This course has three units and a course 
assessment task.  
 

No exam currently in this subject. 
 

1. Bench Skills 

2. Fabrication and Thermal Jointing 

3. Machine and Finishing 

 

Bench Skills—learners will develop their 

knowledge and understanding and skills in 

making metalwork components and assemblies. 

Fabrication and Thermal Jointing—learners will 

develop their knowledge and understanding and 

skills in working with sheet materials, Welding, 

forging and a variety of none thermal joints. 

Machine and Finishing—through this section 

learners will develop their skills, knowledge and 

understanding in using machine and power 

tools. They will also develop their skills using a 

variety of metalwork surface preparations and 

finishing techniques and project logbook 

 

PM Assessment 

National 4 will be achieved if learners complete 

successfully all the units including the Added 

Value Unit, this is the same project as N5 and 

the intention would be that all candidates 

progress at National 5 level. 

To achieve National 5 learners will be required 

to complete the course requirements and 

assessments. This will consist of two 

components worth a total of 70 marks. 

• Practical Activity worth 55 marks (79%) 

• Logbook and safeworking practice 15 Marks 

(21%) 

The practical activity is set by the SQA and is 

conducted under supervision and control. The 

practical activity will be to manufacture a 

product and complete a log book. The log 

book will be provided as part of the assessment 

task.  

PM Progression 

Successful completion of National 5 

Practical Woodworking will allow learners to 

progress to National 5 Metalwork and can 

lead on to Design and manufacture. The 

college offer progression from this course 

as well and so please look at their option 

offer pages. 



 
 

The National 4/5 Practical Electronics course 

provides a broad practical introduction to 

electronics. This course is available in S5 or S6 

to learners who have a minimum entry 

qualification of National 5 Mathematics. This 

course encourages learners to become 

responsible and creative in their use of 

technologies and to develop attributes such as 

flexibility, enthusiasm, perseverance, reliability 

and confidence. 

 

Electronics brings together elements of 

technology, science and mathematics and 

applies these to real-world challenges. The 

course provides progression from experiences 

and outcomes in craft, design, engineering and 

graphics, and in science. It provides an up to date 

solid foundation for those considering further 

study or a career in electronics, electrical 

engineering and related disciplines. 

 

The electronics industry is vital to everyday life in 

our society and plays a major role in the 

economy. It contributes not only to 

manufacturing, but to other sectors such as 

finance, telecommunications, material 

processing, oil extraction, weather forecasting 

and renewable energy. Within all of these 

sectors, a wide range of job opportunities are 

available for people with skills in electronics. 

 

There are three topics 

Circuit Design 

Circuit Simulation 

Circuit Construction 

Assessment 

Question paper 60marks (30% of total) 

The question paper (1 hour duration) gives 

learners the opportunity to demonstrate the 

following skills, knowledge and 

understanding by: 

• making accurate statements 

• describing information, providing 

explanations and integrating 

knowledge 

• applying knowledge of electronics to 

new situations, interpreting infor- 

mation and solving problems 

• selecting information 

• presenting information  appropriately 

in a variety of forms 

• processing information (using calcula- 

tions and units, where appropriate) 

• making predictions based on evi- 

dence/information 

 

Practical activity 70 marks 

The practical activity assesses candidates’ 

ability to apply electronic knowledge and 

skills to solve an appropriately challenging 

practical problem, and is designed to allow 

candidates to demonstrate their ability to 

work independently. 

• analysing a problem 

• designing an electronic solution to the 

problem 

• simulating a solution to the problem 

• constructing a solution to the problem 

• applying safe working practices 

• testing the solution 

• Reporting on and evaluating the 

solution 

 

 

 

 

 

Practical Electronics 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction: National 4/5 

Engineering Science develops skills in three main 

areas developing on from S3 Engineering 

Science or level 4 Technologies courses more 

generally. 

1. Engineering Contexts and Challenges 

2. Electronics and control 

3. Mechanisms and structures 

This course is structured to develop numeracy, 

technologies and scientific methods at 

national 5 level. Those thinking to take on this 

area of study should be studying N5 Maths. 

Engineering contexts and challenges-

Candidates develop an understanding of 

engineering concepts by exploring a range of 

engineered objects, engineering problems and 

solutions. This allows them to explore some 

existing and emerging technologies and 

challenges and to consider the implications 

relating to the environment, sustainable 

development and economic and social issues.  

Electronics and control- Candidates explore a 

range of key concepts and devices used in 

electronic control systems, including analogue, 

digital and programmable systems. They develop 

skills in problem-solving and evaluating through 

simulation, practical projects and investigative 

tasks in a range of contexts.  

Mechanisms and structures- Candidates 

develop an understanding of mechanisms and 

structures. They develop skills in problem-solving 

and evaluating through simulation, practical 

projects and investigative tasks in a range of 

contexts.  

The following provides a broad overview of the 

subject skills, knowledge and understanding 

developed in the course:  

 analysing engineering problems  designing, 

developing, simulating, building, testing and 

evaluating solutions to engineering problems in 

a range of contexts 

 investigating and evaluating existing and 

emerging technologies  

 communicating engineering concepts clearly 

and concisely, using appropriate terminology  

 knowledge of the many types of engineering  

 knowledge of the wide role and impact of 

engineering on society and the environment  

 knowledge of the workings of a range of 

engineered objects  

 knowledge and understanding of key 

concepts related to electronic and 

microcontroller-based systems and their 

application  

 knowledge and understanding of key 

concepts related to mechanical, structural and 

pneumatic systems and their application  

 knowledge of the relevance of energy, 

efficiency and sustainability to engineering 

problems and solutions  

 applying engineering knowledge and skills in 

a range of contexts 

 

As you will see the breadth of this subject 

prepares our young people for transition to 

further education and the world of work.  



 

 

 

 

ES 
Assessment 

ES 
Progression 

 

Course assessment structure: question paper 

Question paper 110 marks  which is 100% of 

the overall marks for the course assessment 

currently. 

 

The question paper gives candidates an 

opportunity to demonstrate skills, knowledge 

and understanding relating to:  

Area Range of marks  

• Systems 5–9  

• Energy 5–10  

• Engineering roles 3–7  

• Engineering impacts 5–9  

• Analogue — diagrams and 

components 13–26  

• Analogue — electrical circuit Analogue 

— voltage dividers Analogue — 

transistors Digital — logic 13–24  

• Digital — microcontroller systems 

Digital — flowcharts/programming 

Version 2.0 9 Drive systems 7–12  

• Pneumatics 7–12  

• Structures/forces 7–12  

• Materials 6–10  

 

Teaching and learning in this subject is linked to 

STEM activities and the young people will be 

using Lego, Pneumatic components, BBC-

microbits and Arduino Microcontrollers as well as 

TinkerCAD and Yenka simulation software. A Jam 

Packed exciting National 5 course. 

Successful completion of National 5 Graphic 

Communication grade A-C will allow 

students to progress onto Higher 

Engineering Science course or take a 

sidestep into National 5 Design and 

manufacture, Woodwork or Metalwork in S5 

or the Sciences including computer science. 

The college also offer progression in this 

curriculum area in courses such as 

mechanics, engineering, please see their 

course descriptors for information. 

Achieving qualifications in Graphic  

Achieving qualifications in Engineering 

Science can lead learners into many different 

fields of study/career paths. This is a great 

platform for moving into different types of 

careers as the course is jam packed with 

skills for life and work. E.g. engineering, 

architecture, design, computer science, 

Electronic systems and engineering, 

Industrial design, aeronautical Engineering, 

Fluid dynamics, Finite element analysis, 

materials simulation, the list goes on and on. 

A career in Engineering Science blends 

Science and technology with business. This 

unique skills development aligned with the 

development of critical thinking and 

problem- solving makes this an easy choice 

for aspiring young people. 

ES Career 



  
 

National 3 

The course enables learners to understand and 

use vocabulary, word patterns, text structures 

and style. Learners will continue to use the skills 

that they have learned in the BGE and will 

recognise, analyse and use language. 

This course is made up of three units: 

1. Understanding Language 

This unit provides learners with the opportunity 

to continue to develop their listening and 

reading skills. They will develop the skills 

needed to understand, analyse and evaluate 

simple texts. 

2. Producing Language 

In this unit learners will continue to develop and 

enhance their talking and writing skills. These 

skills will be needed to produce simple texts in 

both written and oral forms. 

3. Literacy 

All of the skills that have been taught in unit 1 

and unit 2 will be further developed in this unit. 

These skills will be developed in a variety of 

forms relevant for learning, life and work. 

Learners will develop the ability to understand 

simple ideas and information presented orally 

and in writing. Learners develop the ability to 

communicate ideas and information orally and 

in writing that is technically accurate. 

Assessment 

There is no external SQA exam for National 3 

English. Assessment in the course is 

continuous and to achieve the level learners 

must pass all of the required units. This 

qualification is not graded and units are 

assessed on a pass/fail basis, in accordance 

with SQA guidelines.  Successful completion of 

this course may lead to National 4 English. 

National 4 

This National 4 course offers learners the 

opportunity to develop their language skills 

through the study of literature, language and 

media. They will continue to develop their 

literacy skills, be able to process information 

more easily and apply knowledge of language 

in practical and relevant contexts. Our learners 

increase their confidence in this course and 

they undertake new and challenging tasks in a 

variety of situations. 

This course has four units of study: 

1. Analysis and Evaluation 

2. Creation and Production 

3. Literacy 

4. Added Value Unit 

Analysis and Evaluation—in this unit our 

learners develop their reading and listening 

skills further through the contexts of literature, 

language and media. They develop the skills 

needed to understand, analyse and evaluate 

straightforward texts and spoken language. 

Creation and Production—in this unit our 

learners will further develop their skills in talking 

and writing using familiar contexts. They will 

develop skills needed to create and produced 

written texts and take part in spoken 

interactions, including group discussions and 

individual presentations. 

Literacy—in this unit all the skills learned in the 

first two units will be further developed in a 

variety of forms relevant for learning, life and 

work. Learners who complete this unit will be 

able to: 

• Read and understand word based texts. 

English 

Keep up to date with the English department 

on twitter @belmont_english English is a 

universal requirement and is relevant to all 

career areas. 



National 4 continued…. 

• Listen to and understand spoken 

communication 

• Write straightforward technically accurate 

texts 

• Talk in order to communicate with an 

audience 

Added Value Unit—the learner has to complete 

an assignment where they have to demonstrate 

their language skills in the contexts of literature, 

language or media. This assignment will allow 

the learner to demonstrate challenge and 

application. This unit will enable the learner to 

apply language skills to investigate a chosen 

topic by: 

• Reading and selecting relevant information 

from texts 

• Evaluating the texts using some appropriate 

critical terminology and present their  findings 

• Responding to questions 

Assessment 

To achieve this level learners must pass all of the 

required units including the Added Value Unit. 

Like National 3, all units are internally assessed 

on a pass/fail basis, in accordance with SQA 

guidelines. National 3/4 are not graded. 

Progression 

Successful completion of the course may lead to 

National 5 English. A number of pupils are 

successful at achieving National 5 literacy 

through their National 4 study. 

National 5 

The main purpose of this course is to provide 

learners with the opportunity to develop the 

skills of reading, writing, talking and listening 

in order to understand and use language. As 

the skills are developed, learners will be able 

to process information more easily, apply 

knowledge of language in practical and 

relevant contexts and gain confidence to 

undertake new and more challenging tasks in 

a variety of situations. 

Building on these skills this course develops 

understanding of the complexities of 

language including through the study of a 

wide range of texts. This course develops 

high levels of analytical thinking and 

understanding of the impact of language. If 

learners choose to study this course at this 

level then they will have the opportunity to 

develop: 

• an understanding of how language 

works 

• how to use language to communicate 

ideas and information in English 

• how to use creative and critical literacy 

skills and personal, interpersonal and 

team-working skills 

• independence in learning 

• learners enjoyment and understanding of 

their own and other cultures 

• an appreciation of language awareness 

and of a wide range of literature and texts. 

This enables learners to access their own 

cultural heritage and history, as well as 

the culture and history of others. 

National 5 English offers learners the 

opportunity to develop detailed language 

skills in the context of literature, language 

and media. 



Assessment 

National 5 English is assessed by an external 

examination which has two papers. There is also 

an portfolio which has to be submitted to the 

SQA and is worth a total of 30 marks. 

Paper one: Reading for Understanding, 

Analysis and Evaluation (1 hour) 

This paper is closed book is out of 30 marks and 

is worth 30% of the overall award for National 5 

English. 

In this section of the  external  exam  the learner 

is required to demonstrate and apply reading 

skills. They will have to read one unseen 

passage of non-fiction and answer questions on 

it which will test their ability to understand, 

analyse and evaluate. 

Paper two:   Critical  Reading  (1 hour  and 30 

minutes) 

Each section in this paper is also closed book 

and are worth 20 marks which equates to 20% of 

the overall award for National 5 English (40% in 

total) 

This paper has two sections: 

Section 1: Scottish Set Text 

Learners will apply their understanding, analysis 

and evaluation skills to previously studied 

Scottish text. They must read an extract from the 

Scottish set text they have studied and answer 

questions on it. 

Section 2: Critical Essay 

In this section the learner will apply their 

understanding, analysis and evaluation skills to 

previously studied texts from the following 

contexts: drama, prose, poetry, film and TV dra- 

ma or language. They must write one critical 

essay in response to unseen questions. 

Performance—Spoken Language 

This course element assesses candidates skills 

in talking and listening. Candidates have  to take 

part in an assessed group discussion and/ or 

individual presentation to an audience. 

There are four aspects 

• Employs detailed and relevant ideas 

and/or information using a structure 

appropriate to purpose and audience 

• Communicates meaning effectively 

through the selection and use of detailed 

spoken language 

• Uses aspects of non-verbal communica- 

tion 

• Demonstrates listening skills by 

responding to spoken language. 

This course element is assessed on an 

achieved or not achieved basis. 

It is a compulsory element for the National 5 

course award. 

Portfolio of Writing 

All National 5 English candidates must 

produce two pieces of writing no more than 

1000 words each. One should be creative 

and the other persuasive/discursive. The 

folio is worth 30 marks (30% of overall award) 

and must be produced with some supervision 

and control by the class teacher who will 

have a supporting role. 

The learner has to take responsibility for 

their own planning, management and 

completion of the task and stick to the 

deadlines given by their teacher and the 

SQA instructions. 

This section will require a considerable 

amount of a candidate’s own time in order to: 

• Carry out required reading/research once 

a suitable topic has been chosen 

• Plan and write the essay 

• Create a bibliography 

Learners who achieve an A or B will be able 

to progress to Higher in S5. Progression from 

National 5 English to National 5 Media is also 

available in S5 or S6. 



For more information 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/ 

HigherCourseSpecEnglish.pdf 
 

 

Higher English Overview 

Although we do not make continuing with 

English compulsory in S5 it is a good idea to 

ensure that you have the highest possible 

qualification in English that you can manage. It 

is the universal qualification and benefits every 

aspect of your future life. Studying English 

provides learners with the ability to increase 

confidence in reading critically and for 

understanding, for responding to and talking 

about texts and writing their own detailed and 

complex texts. 

Literature is a strong focus of the course: it is a 

rich source of powerful examples of language 

in effective use. The study of de- tailed and 

complex literature offers learners opportunities 

for personal, social, emotional, cultural, and 

economic growth and development. Engaging 

with a wide variety of literature, language and 

media texts exposes them to a diversity of 

people, places, events, thoughts and ideas, 

many of which are outside their own immediate 

experience. 

Higher English will continue to enable learners 

to build on the skills that they have developed 

throughout their school education. They will 

continue to hone their skills in: 

• Reading 

• Writing 

• Speaking 

• Listening 

Assessment 

Question paper—Reading for Understand- 

ing, Analysis and Evaluation (30 marks 

(worth 30%)) 

This assesses application of reading skills in 

challenging contexts of unseen material and a 

limited time. It assesses 

• :understanding of the writer’s ideas and/ 

or views by recasting content from the 

passage in their own words 

• understanding of vocabulary in context 

• analysis of language (word choice, 

figurative language, sentence structure, 

tone, punctuation, etc) 

• understanding of text structure (opening, 

conclusion, development of argument, 

linkage, etc) 

• evaluation of the writer’s techniques or the 

overall impact of the text 

• inferring meaning 

• summarising: understanding of the 

writer’s ideas through identifying and 

isolating key points or main ideas in one 

passage, and, through comparison, in 

both passages 

Question Paper 2—Critical Reading worth 

40% of total marks) 

There are two sections: Scottish Texts and 

Critical Essay 

Portfolio (worth 30% of total). Here learners 

will need to produce two written texts 

English 

http://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/
http://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/
http://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/


 
 
 
 

National 4/5 

Choosing National 4/5 Drama is for learners 

who have studied Drama in the BGE in S3 or 

for those pupils in S5/6 who have achieved 

National 4 English or Media Studies and 

above. 

The aims of the drama course is to challenge 

learners to employ a full range of drama skills 

and contribute fully to the process of devising 

in order to produce creative and dynamic 

presentations. Learners will build on their S3 

experience by learning more about the key 

production roles and how they contribute to 

shaping the overall performance concept. All 

learners will participate in a final performance 

to showcase their learning and appreciation for 

collaborative working in the theatre. 

The course will help learners to develop both 

their practical skills as well as their knowledge 

and understanding of drama. They will develop 

their creating skills and will learn how to use a 

range of drama skills. Learners will experiment 

with presenting through portrayal of character 

and by using a range of production skills. 

Through creating and presenting, learners will 

also develop their evaluation skills as they will 

learn how to evaluate their own work and that 

of their peers. They will consider cultural 

values, identities and ideas which influence 

drama. 

There two units of study: 

Drama Skills 

This challenges learners to work together to 

explore a theme or an issue, employ research 

skills and the drama process to present a 

dramatic presentation. 

Theatre Production Skills 

This allows learners to learn about key theatre 

production roles and how different practitioners 

e.g. director/light designer work together to 

produce a successful performance. 

Assessment 

There is an Added Value Unit which challenges 

the learner to use the skills developed 

throughout the course to produce a theatre 

performance to a professional level. 

Learners will complete internal assessment for 

each unit which will assess their skills and de- 

veloping knowledge and understanding. 

Teachers will complete Observational 

Checklists throughout the units and learners will 

maintain logbooks which will include 

personal/group research, design plans and 

other tasks to support learning and teaching. 

Teachers will also regularly meet with pupils to 

provide meaningful constructive feedback and 

target set for next steps in learning. 

To achieve National 4 learners must pass all 

units and the AVU—this is a non-graded course 

and is set by SQA. 

For National 5 learners will be required to sit an 

external exam. The course is broken down in- to 

60% for final practical assessment and 40 for 

the written exam. 

For the practical assessment, pupils will choose 

a production role from Acting, Directing or 

Design and will take responsibility for this area 

for a final performance. 

For the written exam, learners will complete a 

60 mark exam which will challenge them to 

display competence in their knowledge and 

understanding of drama and ability to self-

evaluate and respond to unseen stimulus. 

Progression from National 5 Drama is available 

at the college and so please see their course 

descriptors for further information. 

Drama 



 
 
 

 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Media 

Please note: Due to students starting the 
course with much less experience of the 
subject than they do English, it is highly 
important that all students choosing to take 
this course understand that there is more 
work involved than the equivalent English 
qualification. Students will be expected to 
complete bi-monthly homework tasks to a 
good standard, show commitment to the 
course and a strong work ethic. S5 pupils 
must have National 5 Media to sit Higher. S6 
pupils wishing to crash Higher must have a 
strong pass in Higher English.  
 
Higher Media enables learners to analyse and 
create media content. Learners 
think critically about the media and its role in 
everyday life and develop an appreciation of 
media content in a cultural context and in the 
context of the media industry. Through 
analysing and creating media content, learners 
develop skills that enable them to engage more 
fully in society and in learning. The Course 
provides learners with the opportunity to 
develop knowledge of media contexts, roles 
and the key aspects of media literacy: 
categories, language, representation, narrative, 
audience and institution. Learners encounter a 
wide range of different types of content in 
different media. The course enables learners to 
communicate, be critical thinkers, develop 
cultural awareness, and be creative. 
 
Purpose and aims of the Course 
 
The main purpose of this Course is to analyse 
and create media content. The Course 
enables learners to understand and develop 
their media literacy skills and appreciate the 
opportunities and challenges that occur within 
the media industry. The Course provides 
learners with opportunities to develop both 
knowledge of the media and the ability to create 
media content. This Course offers learners 
opportunities to develop and extend a wide 
range of skills, including communication, 
independent learning, critical literacy, personal, 
interpersonal and team working, and creative 
thinking. 
 

In particular, this Course aims to enable 
learners to develop: the ability to analyse and 
create media content, appropriate to purpose, 
audience and context, knowledge and 
understanding of the key aspects of media 
literacy, knowledge and understanding of the 
role of media within society, the ability to plan 
and research when creating media content, as 
appropriate to purpose, audience and context, 
the ability to self-evaluate 
  
The Difference from National 5 
 
Although the course structure is like National 5, 
there are several differences under the surface 
that make Higher a more challenging 
qualification. 
 
The level of detail that students are required to 
write in is increased. This includes both the 
level of detail concepts are explored in as well 
as the level of analysis and commentary 
required. The level of awareness students are 
required to have about cultural and social 
issues both current and historical is increased. 
Successful candidates regularly view a wide 
verity of media content and explore issues 
raised by the development and production of 
that content. Knowledge of complex film 
language use and film techniques are required. 
 
This also best developed by regular viewing 
and considering of complex media content in 
the candidate's own time. 
 
Candidates will be required to employ a higher 
level of independence and initiative. The 
Assignment for the course will require 
candidates to conduct filming and editing in 
their own time outside of school hours and the 
school grounds. Candidates must have the 
level of maturity required to conduct the filming 
safely. The SQA stipulates the assignment 
must be an independent piece of work 
completed with minimal input from the teacher 
beyond initial planning. The written element, for 
the sake of comparison will have a higher word 
count than the folio in Higher English and the 
dissertation in Advanced Higher English. 
 
 



 
Course Assessment 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Due to changes in the course 
assessment being made by the SQA, this 
section is subject to change in the future. This 
section will be updated when this information 
becomes available. 
 
Question paper - 50 marks (50% of the total 
mark) 
 
The purpose of the question paper is to assess 
the candidate's ability to apply knowledge and 
understanding by analysing media content. The 
question paper gives candidates an opportunity 
to demonstrate the following skills - knowledge 
and understanding analysis of media content in 
context, analysis of the role of media within 
society 
 
Assignment - 50 marks (50% of the total 
mark) 
 
There is no minimum or maximum word 
requirement, however students should expect 
to write an assignment in the region of 3000 - 
3500 words. In the assignment, candidates plan 
and develop media content in response to a 
negotiated brief. The assignment gives 
candidates an opportunity to demonstrate the 
following skills, knowledge and understanding 
of production techniques: consideration of 
possibilities and problem solving in planning 
and production processes, application of 
knowledge and understanding of the relevant 
key aspects of media literacy evaluation of the 
strengths and/or weaknesses of the finished 
content. 
 
Please Note: All coursework must be completed 
to be sent to the SQA by the deadline given by 
the class teacher. A failure to do so would 
disqualify the student from sitting the exam and 
gaining a qualification in the subject at this 
level.  
 
Homework and Study Support 
 
Homework will form an essential part of the 
course. It is not possible for any student to 
cover every element of the course purely in 
class time. Every student is required to perform 
various tasks at home as part of the course. 
This work will either have a direct or indirect 
impact on their final grade. 
 



 
 

 
Introduction 

Not only do learners explore Planet Earth, they 

also study its human and physical processes. 

You cannot avoid the news headlines about the 

impact of human activity upon the environment 

and finite resources and so studying Geography 

encourages our learners to develop life-long 

positive attitudes of environmental stewardship, 

sustainability and global citizenship. 

Qualifications in Geography will enable learners 

to explore cultures which are different from their 

own. Through this they will develop the 

knowledge and the skills to enable them to 

become effective contributors, understand their 

own communities and have a greater 

understanding of local, national and 

international issues. In Geography there are 

opportunities for learners to participate in 

fieldwork which will enhance their learning of the 

environment. 

Skills Development—these courses enable 

learners to develop wide range of transferable 

skills such as researching and using 

information, in Geography learners develop 

mapping skills including the use of Ordnance 

Survey maps. Both courses also develop the 

skills of using and interpreting a range of 

numerical and graphical information. 

National 3/4 Geography 

These courses are split into three units and 

learners will develop their knowledge and un- 

derstanding of the process and interactions at 

work in: 

Unit 1 Physical Environments 

Unit 2 Human Environments 

Unit 3 Global Issues 

In the Physical Environments unit they will study 

the topic of weather as well as two landscape 

types for example, glaciated uplands or 

coastlines of erosion and deposition. 

In the Human Environments unit learners will 

study and compare developed and developing 

countries drawn from a global context. Key 

topics include, contrasts in development, world 

population distribution and change, issues in 

changing urban and rural landscapes. 

Global issues—learners will study two of the 

following topics: 

• Climate change and sustainability 

• Natural Regions (Tundra and Rainforest) 

• Environmental hazards (volcanoes, earth- 

quakes and tropic storms) 

• Health (Heart disease, cholera, AIDS) 

In these topic learners will study the  strategies 

that are adopted to manage these issues. 

 
 

Assessment 

To be successful at National 3 learners need to 

pass all units. At National 4 level all learners 

need to pass the units and an Added Value Unit. 

The Added Value Unit is where learners apply 

their knowledge and understanding. They will 

choose an issue for personal study, research it 

and present their findings. Through this activity 

they will have the opportunity to experience 

challenge and application as they further 

develop and apply the skills, knowledge and 

understanding acquired in the units of this 

course. Like all National 3/4 courses they are 

ungraded. 

Geography 



National 5 

 
There are three topics for National 5 

Geography which are designed to allow for 

good progression from National 4. They have 

the same broad themes and learners are 

expected to show a greater knowledge an 

understanding in order to gain achievement at 

this level. 

 
The topics are the same as the units 

described in National 3/4 namely: 

 
• Physical Environments 

• Human Environments 

• Global Issues 

 
Assessment 

National 5 Geography is assessed externally 

by the SQA. 

 
There is a question paper and an assignment. 

The question paper is worth 80 marks and 

allows candidates to demonstrate application 

of the following skills and breadth of 

knowledge and understanding from across the 

course. 

 
 

The question paper has three sections: 

• Section 1: Physical environments (30 

marks) — candidates have a choice of 

question on landscape type; they must 

answer all other questions 

• Section 2: Human environments (30 

marks) — candidates answer all questions 

• Section 3: Global issues (20 marks) — 

candidates answer two questions from the 

sections that they study. 

Assignment 

The assignment is worth 20 marks and  allows 

candidates to demonstrate the skills, 

knowledge and understanding within the 

context of a geographical topic or issue. 

The assignment has two stages: 

• researching 

• production of evidence 

There is personalisation and choice within this 

element where, with the teacher’s guidance, 

the learner can make a choice of a 

geographical topic or issue. They then 

research the topic/issue and organise and 

process their findings to address it. 

The National 5 Geography qualification is 

graded A to D based on the summation of the 

question paper and the assignment. 

 
 

Progression 

Achievement of National 3/4 Geography 

allows for progression to National 5 

Geography or SCQF Level 5 Travel and 

Tourism. 

An A or B in National 5 Geography means that 

learners can progress to Higher. If the pupil 

achieves a grade C then can progress to 

National 5 Environmental Science  of SCQF 

Level 5 Travel and Tourism. 



Geography 
For more information 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/ 

HigherCourseSpecGeography.pdf 

Higher Course Overview 

In Higher Geography learners continue to 

develop important attitudes, including: an open 

mind and respect for the values, beliefs and 

cultures of others; openness to new thinking 

and ideas; and a sense of responsibility and 

global citizenship. 

Higher Geography develops candidates’ 

understanding of our changing world, its 

human interactions and physical processes. 

Practical activities, including fieldwork, provide 

opportunities for candidates to interact with 

their environment. The higher course 

encourages positive lifelong attitudes of 

environmental stewardship, sustainability and 

global citizenship. The course provides 

learners with the skills, knowledge and 

understanding to contribute effectively to their 

local communities and wider society. The 

contexts for study are local, national, 

international and global. 

There are three units of study where learners 

will develop and apply knowledge and 

understanding of processes and interactions 

within each environment/issues on a local, 

regional and global scale. 

Physical Environments—Key topics include: 

atmosphere; hydrosphere; lithosphere; and 

biosphere. 

Human Environments—learners will explore 

urban and rural environments in developed and 

developing countries. Key topics include 

population, rural land degradation and 

management; and urban change and 

management. 

 Global Issues—Key topics include: river basin 

management; development and health; global 

climate change; and energy. 

Assessment 

There are two questions papers: 

Question Paper 1 has two sections - Hu- man 

and Physical Environments. It is worth 100 

marks which equates to 46% of the over- all 

score. 

Question Paper 2 also has two sections— 

Global Issues and Applications of 

Geographical Skills. The total marks awarded 

for this section is 60 marks which equates to 

27% of the overall mark. 

There is also an assignment which has 30 

marks representing 27% of the overall marks 

for the course assessment. The assignment 

enables candidates to demonstrate the 

application of theirs kills, knowledge and 

understanding within the context of a 

geographical topic or issue. There are two 

stages to the assignment—research and 

production of evidence. 

Career Opportunities 

There are career paths directly related to 

geography such as Commercial/residential 

surveyor, Teacher, Environmental consultant, 

Geographical info systems officer, Planning 

and development surveyor and Town planner 

to name a few. 

Pathways where your qualification would be 

useful: Landscape architect, International Aid, 

Nature conservation officer, Sustainability 

consultant, Tourism officer or Transport 

planner 

http://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/
http://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/
http://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/commercial-residential-surveyor
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/commercial-residential-surveyor
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/environmental-consultant
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/planning-and-development-surveyor
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/planning-and-development-surveyor
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/town-planner
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/landscape-architect
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/nature-conservation-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/sustainability-consultant
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/sustainability-consultant
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/tourism-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/transport-planner
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/transport-planner


 
 
 

National 4/5 

The course provides a range of opportunities for 

candidates to investigate key areas of the living 

environment such as biodiversity and 

interdependence. Planet Earth’s resources are 

finite and learners will investigate their impact 

on social, economical and environmental 

developments. Sustainability and sustainable 

development are explored through food, water 

and energy security, as well as investigating 

issues relating to waste generation and its 

management. Scientific literacy is one of the 

transferable skills that are developed through- 

out this course. 

There are three key areas of study: 

Living environment - learners will explore 

ecosystems and biodiversity along with 

interdependence and human influences on 

biodiversity. 

Earth’s resources - this section provides an 

overview of Earth systems and their 

interactions; the geosphere; the hydrosphere; 

the biosphere and the atmosphere. 

Sustainability - a national and international 

priority, this relevant and inspiring course 

covers an introduction to sustainability; food; 

water; energy; waste management. 

 

Skills development -this course enables learn- 

ers to develop and practice the following skills 

for learning, life and work: 

Numeracy 

• Number processes 

• Money, time and measurement 

• Information handling 

Employability, enterprise and citizenship 

• Citizenship 

Thinking skills 

• Applying 

• Analysing and evaluating 

Assessment 

To achieve a grade A to D there are two 

assessment components that need to be 

secured. The first component is an external 

question paper set by SQA and has a total of 

100 marks. 

The question paper has three sections: 

Section 1 consists of restricted response 

questions totaling 66 marks from different 

areas of the course. 

Section 2 contains a case study which allows 

learners to demonstrate their knowledge and 

understanding and skills development, with 20 

marks allocated on related applications of 

environmental science. 

Section 3 has a total of 14 marks (essay skills) 

There is also a course assignment worth 20 

marks. 

The purpose of the assignment is to assess the 

application of skills of scientific inquiry and 

related environmental science knowledge and 

understanding. This allows learners to 

demonstrate their ability to use their skills that 

they have developed for example the handling 

and processing of data gathered as a result of 

experimental/fieldwork and research skills. In 

the assignment the learner will carry out an 

experiment or fieldwork and investigate a 

relevant topic. There is personalisation and 

choice allowed when picking the topic under 

the guidance of the teacher. 

Progression 

Environmental Science National 5 can lead 

onto Higher Environmental Science or National 

5 in Biology, Chemistry, Physics or Geography 

Environmental Science 



For more information 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/ 

HigherCourseSpecEnvironmentalScience.pdf 

 

Higher 

The course provides a range of opportunities for 

candidates to investigate key areas of the living 

environment such as biodiversity and 

interdependence. Planet Earth’s resources are 

finite and learners will investigate their impact 

on social, economical and environmental 

developments. Sustainability and sustainable 

development are explored through food, water 

and energy security, as well as investigating 

issues relating to waste generation and its 

management. Scientific literacy is one of the 

transferable skills that are developed through- 

out this course. 

There are three key areas of study: 

Living environment - learners will explore 

ecosystems and biodiversity along with 

interdependence and human influences on 

biodiversity. 

Earth’s resources - this section provides an 

overview of Earth systems and their 

interactions; the geosphere; the hydrosphere; 

the biosphere and the atmosphere. 

Sustainability - a national and international 

priority, this relevant and inspiring course 

covers an introduction to sustainability; food; 

water; energy; waste management. 

 

Skills development -this course enables learn- 

ers to develop and practice the following skills 

for learning, life and work: 

Numeracy 

• Number processes 

• Money, time and measurement 

• Information handling 

Employability, enterprise and citizenship 

• Citizenship 

Thinking skills 

• Applying 

• Analysing and evaluating 

Assessment 

There are two question papers worth 120 

marks (80% of the course award) and a course 

assignment to complete. 

The purpose of the assignment is to assess the 

application of skills of scientific inquiry and 

related environmental science knowledge and 

understanding. This allows learners to 

demonstrate their ability to use their skills that 

they have developed for example the handling 

and processing of data gathered as a result of 

experimental/fieldwork and research skills. In 

the assignment the learner will carry out an 

experiment or fieldwork and investigate a 

relevant topic. There is personalisation and 

choice allowed when picking the topic under 

the guidance of the teacher. 

 

Progression 

Environmental Science  Higher  can  lead  onto 

Higher Geography, Rural Skills or Biology. 

Environmental Science 

http://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/
http://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/
http://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/


 
 
 
 
 
 

Skills for Work National 5 

South Ayrshire has a rich and varied heritage 

and as such the tourism industry thrives and our 

department have worked with this industry to 

ensure that the Skills for Work course is relevant 

and up to date. This is a great course for 

developing confidence and independence. The 

National 5 Skills for Work: Travel and Tourism 

Course is an introductory qualification in travel 

and tourism. It develops the skills, knowledge 

and attitudes, needed for work in the travel and 

tourism industry. 

Learners will develop: 

• skills to become effective job-seekers and 

employees 

• skills to deal effectively with all aspects of 

customer care and customer service in 

travel and tourism 

• the product knowledge and skills to deal 

effectively with customer enquiries in rela- 

tion to travel and tourism in Scotland, the 

rest of the United Kingdom and worldwide 

At SCQF level 5, the candidate will work alone 

or with others on tasks with minimum support. 

The course is chunked into four units and 

these units cover the following topics: 

• Customer service 

• Employability 

• Scotland 

• UK and World Wide 

A level of maturity is required as there are 

opportunities for work experience and real life 

briefs to plan and prepare for. The  assessment 

is ongoing throughout the year and there is no 

external examination. 

 

 

 

 

 

Travel and Tourism 



 

 

 
 

The N4 course consists of five main areas: 
 
1. Estate maintenance requires the learner to 

identify and describe the use of a range of tools 
and equipment and then use these to undertake 
a range of estate maintenance tasks such as path 
maintenance and fence installation. 

 
2. An Introduction to Land Based Industries allows 

learners to explore the very diverse nature of 
industries that exist in rural areas and to explore 
some of the many job opportunities that exist and 
the qualities that are required to work in some of 
these industries. 

 
3. Employability is integrated into practical tasks. 

The learner will have the opportunity to develop 
some of the employability skills that are valued by 
the land-based sector including good time-
keeping, attendance, safe working and team 
working. 

 
4. Crop Production allows learners to develop some 

of the basic skills and knowledge required to 
contribute towards the production of plants in a 
work setting.  

 
5. Soft Landscaping allows learners to develop 

some of the basic knowledge and skills required 
for soft landscaping. Learners will develop the 
basic skills and knowledge required to establish 
and maintain soft landscaping. 

 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 
The course is assessed through a portfolio approach 
where candidates complete a variety of tasks and 
pieces of evidence to show their understanding.  
There are no written exams within the Rural Skills 
courses. 
 
At National 5 level, candidates follow a similar 
pathway in conjunction with a research report into a 
rural based industry of their choice. 

 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Rural Skills is a Skills for Work qualification. It 
develops the skills, knowledge and attitudes, 
needed for work in the land-based industries and is 
taught in conjunction with staff the Scottish Rural 
College (SRUC). 
 
The N4 course allows candidates to begin to 
develop some of the basic practical skills necessary 
to work in most of the land-based disciplines, areas 
such as agricultural livestock, equine industries, 
horticulture, landscaping, agricultural crops and 
animal care.  
 
The Course also provides the opportunity to explore 
the very diverse employment prospects that exist in 
land-based industries. There is then a choice of a 
plant or an animal route, where candidates can 
develop some of the basic skills for the chosen 
route. 

 
Learners will develop:  
 

• understanding of the workplace and the 
employee’s responsibilities 
 

• for example, time-keeping, appearance, 
customer care  
 

• self-evaluation skills 
 

• positive attitude to learning 
 

• flexible approaches to solving problems 
 

• adaptability and positive attitude to change 
 

• confidence to set goals, reflect and learn from 
experience 

 



History 
 

National 4 and 5 

This is a popular course which enables learners 

to develop their understanding of the world by 

learning about other people and their values, in 

different times, places and circumstances. 

Through exciting and interactive lessons 

learners will develop opinion, attitude, will be 

able to debate and will open their minds The 

values of respect and responsibility are 

explored through this course along with the 

beliefs and cultures of others. A greater 

understanding of global citizenship. 

Skills Development 

 

In the History courses at all levels learners 

develop transferrable skills for learning, life and 

work: 

• Researching, reading and writing 

• Understanding and using a limited range of 

sources of information 

• Explaining information about historical 

themes and events 

• Communication, analysing and evaluation 

• Citizenship 

There are three main units of study: 

• Scottish History 

• British History 

• European and World History 

 

Assessment 

To pass National 4 learners will need to pass 

assessments from all three units. To achieve 

National 4, learners will also be required to pass 

and Added Value Unit. In this Added Value Unit, 

learners will exercise choice in selecting a topic 

for personal study drawn from Scottish, British 

or European and world contexts. 

 

Learners will research their chosen topic and 

communicate their findings. Through this 

activity, they will have opportunities to 

demonstrate greater depth or extension of 

historical knowledge, understanding and skills 

as they draw on and apply the knowledge, 

understanding and skills acquired in the other 

units of the course. 

 

National 5 assessment has two components 

that are set by SQA. 

 

Component 1: question paper 80 marks 

The question paper has three sections 

covering a range of topics in Scottish, British 

and European and World history. This paper 

has is time bound to 2 hours 20 minutes. In this 

component learners must answer one part from 

each section. There are options in each section 

to allow opportunities for personalisation and 

choice and assessment throughout the course 

prepare learners for this section. 

Component 2: assignment 20 marks 

Learners have an open choice of historical 

question or issue and this is completed in class 

under exam conditions (1 hour) 

 

Progression 

Successful completion of National 4 will lead to 

progression at National 5 in S5. An A or B 

grade in National 5 will lead on to Higher. 

Successful completion of National 5 can also 

lead to learners choosing to study another 

Social Subject such as Modern Studies or 

Geography at National 5. 

Gaining a history qualification, you will have 

gained skills highly valued by employers, such 

as analytical and critical reasoning, oral and 

written communication and research skills 

. 



History 

For more information 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/ 

HigherCourseSpecHistory.pdf 

 

Higher Course Overview 

In this course, learners will continue to build on 

the skills and knowledge that they gained in 

National 5. The will develop a greater 

understanding of the world by learning about 

other people and their values, in different times, 

places and circumstances. The course work is 

presented in such a way that it enables learners 

to develop a map of the past and an 

appreciation and understanding of the forces 

which have shaped the world today. Like all 

social subjects’ learners are presented with 

opportunities to develop important attitudes 

including an open mind and respect for the 

values, beliefs and cultures of others; openness 

to new thinking and ideas; and a sense of 

responsibility and global citizenship. 

 
 

Learners will continue to develop, through a 

range of contexts: 

• a conceptual understanding of the past 

and an ability to think independently 

• the ability to apply a detailed historical 

perspective 

• the skills of analysing various 

interpretations of historical sources and 

critically evaluating a variety of views 

• an understanding of the relationship 

between factors contributing to, and the 

impact of, historical events 

• the skills of analysing, evaluating and 

synthesising historical information 

• the skills of researching complex historical 

issues, drawing well-reasoned 

conclusions 

 

Assessment 

The written exam, set by the SQA has two 

papers. 

 

Question Paper 1 assesses the knowledge 

and understanding associated with the key 

areas of the course. This is worth 44 marks 

which equates to 40% of the overall course. 

Question Paper 2 is worth 36 marks which 

equates to 33% and has a focus on Scottish 

History 

There is also a course assignment which is 

worth 30 marks (27% of the overall course). 

The assignment allows learners to 

communicate information using a report to 

demonstrate the following skills, knowledge 

and understanding: 

• Identifying, researching and investigating 

a historical issue which invites debate and 

argument 

• drawing on and applying knowledge and 

understanding to analyse the causes 

and/or impact of the historical issue 

• analysing, evaluating and synthesising 

information in a structured manner 

• referring to relevant historical source 

• identifying different perspectives and/or 

points of view 

 
 

Career Opportunities 

The career pathways are wide and varied— 

you could use your qualification to achieve a 

degree in Social Science, Politics, Social Work. 

You could also become involved in Scottish 

Government/International Law etc. 

http://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/
http://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/
http://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/


 
 
 

National 4 and 5 

The current political landscape is very topical 

both locally, nationally and internationally. This 

course constantly evolves to stay relevant and 

up to date with what is going on in the World. 

Modern Studies is the study of current events! 

Through a wide range of teaching 

methodologies learners will explore current 

political, social and economic issues. They will 

develop a wide portfolio of skills for learning, 

life and work which will help them to interpret 

and participate in the social and political 

processes that they will face now and in the 

future. This course is highly relevant and helps 

learners to understand their role as responsible 

citizens in this every changing and at times 

volatile World. It will help them to develop their 

confidence to form informed opinion and to be 

able to debate. They will develop an 

awareness of the nature and processes of 

conflict resolution along with understanding 

basic hum and legal rights. 

There are three units of work that make up the 

National 4 and 5 courses. 

Democracy in Scotland and the UK This 

course will enable learners to develop skills by 

using sources of information in order to detect 

and explain examples of bias and 

exaggeration. They will develop an 

understanding of Scottish and UK politics and 

will be able to specialise in one of these to learn 

in depth. Through this unit learners will develop 

their knowledge and understanding of the ways 

in which society is informed about the political 

system, able to participate in and how they can 

influence it. 

Social issues in the UK Contexts for study 

will focus on social inequality or crime and the 

law. They will focus on a specific aspect of      

contemporary social inequality in the UK. 

. 

Learners will develop knowledge and 

understanding of causes of crime, the impact 

of crime on individuals and society and the role 

of individuals, the police, the legal system and 

the state in tackling crime.. 

International Issues Learners will study the  

World Power: USA.  In this unit learners will 

learn about the global influence of the USA and 

investigate the social, economic and political 

inequalities that exist. 

Assessment 

To achieve the National 4 learners will also 

have to complete an Added Value Unit. This 

unit will pull together all of their learning from 

the other units. To achieve National 4 learners 

are required to pass all units and for National 4 

they must also complete the Added Value Unit.  

National 5 has two components and is graded 

A to D. 

Component 1: question paper 80 marks 

This paper has is time bound to 2 hours 20 

minutes. In this component learners must 

answer one part from each section. There are 

options in each section to allow opportunities 

for personalisation and choice and assess- 

ment throughout the course prepare learners 

for this section. 

Component 2: assignment 20 marks 

Learners have an open choice of question and 

this is completed in class under exam 

conditions (1 hour) 

Progression 

Achieving an A or B in National Modern Studies 

will lead to Higher Modern Studies. Successful 

completion of this course will also lead onto the 

study of other Social Subjects at National 5 

level including History, Business and RMPS. 

Modern Studies 



For more information 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/ 

HigherCourseSpecModernStudies.pdf 

 

Higher Course Overview 

In this fast paced and every changing political 

world studying Modern Studies has never been 

more relevant. In Higher Modern Studies 

learners continue to develop a range of re- 

search, analytical and evaluating skills, and an 

understanding of: 

• the democratic process and complex 

political issues 

• complex social and economic issues at 

local, Scottish, national and international 

levels, and ways of addressing needs and 

inequalities 

• different views about the extent of state 

involvement in society 

• the nature and processes of conflict 

resolution 

• the importance of human and legal rights 

and responsibilities, and their application 

in different societies 

In this course learners will study: 

Democracy in Scotland and the UK 

Social Issues in the UK 

International Issues 

along with developing skills in: 

• detecting and explaining the degree of 

objectivity using a range of sources of 

information 

• drawing and supporting complex 

conclusions using a range of sources of 

information 

• evaluating the reliability of a range of 

sources of information 

 

 

 

Assessment 

The written exam, set by the SQA has two 

papers. 

Question Paper 1 assesses the knowledge 

and understanding associated with the key 

areas of the course. This is worth 52 marks 

which equates to 47% of the overall course. 

Question Paper 2 assesses the skills and is 

worth 28 marks (26% of the overall course) 

There is also a course assignment which is 

worth 30 marks (27% of the overall course). 

The assignment allows learners to 

communicate information using a report to 

demonstrate the following skills, knowledge 

and understanding: 

• identifying and researching a modern 

studies issue about which there are 

alternative views using a range of 

sources. 

• synthesising and analysing information, 

then evaluating the usefulness and 

reliability of a range of sources of 

information 

• reaching a decision on, and showing a 

detailed understanding of, the issue 

studied 

• showing an awareness of alternatives to 

the decision 

Career Opportunities 

The career pathways are wide and varied— 

you could use your qualification to achieve a 

degree in Social Science, Politics, Social Work. 

You could also become involved in Scottish 

Government/International Law etc.

Modern Studies 

http://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/
http://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/
http://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/


 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
SCQF Level 5 Course Overview 

This is a targeted course for learners who have 

experienced the National 4 Social Studies 

course in S4, which was taught this year by Mrs 

Peacock and for any other learners who feel 

that they are not ready to progress to National 

5 qualifications in this curricular area. 

The Level 5 Social Sciences course 

incorporates experiences and outcomes from 

Modern Studies, History, Geography, 

Sociology and Psychology. 

This course will also provide learners with the 

opportunity to engage more fully with 

transferable skills incorporated into the course 

enabling learners to continue the development 

of their: 
 

• Literacy 

• Numeracy 

• Citizenship skills 

• Employability 
 

 
ASSESSMENT 

 

There is no external exam for this course. 
Pupils will undergo continuous internal 
assessment under the supervision of their 
class teacher. These assessed tasks will be 
organized under the following headings: 
 

Social Science 
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• Skills: communication, working with 
others, ICT and research. 

• Social issue: crime. 

• International issue: racial equality in 
the USA. 

• Political issue: pressure groups. 
 

PROGRESSION 
 

There are two possible progression 
pathways –  

• National 5 awards in history, 
modern studies or geography. 

• SCQF Level 6 award in social 
sciences. 

 
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

 
The career pathways are wide and varied, 
you could use your qualification to achieve 
a degree in: 

• Social science 

• Politics 

• Social work 
 
You could also become involved in 
Scottish Government/International law etc. 



Assessment 

There is no external exam for this course. 

Pupils will undergo continuous internal 

assessment under the supervision of their 

class teacher. These assessed tasks will be 

organised under the following headings: 

• Skills: Communication, Working with 

Others, ICT & Research 

• Social Issue: Crime 

• International Issue: Racial Equality in the 

USA 

• Political Issue: Pressure Groups 

Progression 

There are TWO possible progression path- 

ways: 

• National 5 awards in History, Modern 

Studies or Geography 

• SCQF Level 6 award in Social Sciences 

 

 
Career Opportunities 

The career pathways are wide and varied— 

you could use your qualification to achieve a 

degree in 

• Social Science, 

• Politics, 

• Social Work. 

You could also become involved in Scottish 

Government/International Law etc. 

SCQF Level 5 Course Overview 

This is a targeted course for learners who have 

experienced the National 4 Social Studies 

course in S4, which was taught this year by Mrs 

Peacock and for any other learners who feel 

that they are not ready to progress to National 

5 qualifications in this curricular area. 

The Level 5 Social Sciences course 

incorporates experiences and outcomes from 

Modern Studies, History, Geography, 

Sociology and Psychology. 

This course will also provide learners with the 

opportunity to engage more fully with 

transferable skills incorporated into the course 

enabling learners to continue the development 

of their 

 

 

 

 

Literacy, 

Numeracy 

Employability 

Citizenship skills. 

Social Science 



 
 

 
 

 

Learners will develop an ability to select and 

use appropriate ingredients, with minimal 

guidance, in the preparation of dishes 

Unit 3: Organisational skills for cooking 

Learners will acquire the ability to follow 

recipes and time plans to produce dishes, with 

minimal guidance. 

Added Value Unit: Producing a Meal 

Like all Added Value Units the aims of 

completing this is to enable learners to draw on 

the knowledge, understanding and skills 

developed in the other three Units. Learners 

will carry out a practical activity which will 

require them to prepare, cook and present a 

two-course meal to a given specification within 

a given timescale. 

Assessment 

National 4 has continual assessment 

throughout the year and learners will achieve a 

full course award on the successful completion 

of all units including the Added Value Unit.  

National 5 learners will work through three 

units of work throughout the year and will be 

presented for the assessment. 

The assessment has three components: 

1. Question Paper worth 30 marks (25%) 

2. Assignment worth 18 marks (13%) 

3. Practical Activity worth 82 marks (62%) 

The purpose of the assignment and practical 

activity is to assess practical application of 

knowledge and skills from across the course to 

plan, prepare and present a three-course meal 

to a given specification. 

It will assess learners’ skills in planning and 

implementing. 

Introduction—National 4 and 5 

This course aims to develop learners’ life skills 

and enables them to learn how to prepare and 

cook for themselves and others. The course 

builds on the relevant experiences and 

outcomes for the technologies and health and 

wellbeing curriculum areas. It enables 

candidates to participate in engaging, 

motivating learning experiences, to develop 

cookery-related knowledge, understanding and 

skills, and to use them at home, in the wider 

community and, ultimately, in employment. 

This course develops skills in cookery and food 

preparation techniques, as well as planning, 

organisational and time management through 

the completion of time plans. The course has a 

mixture of practical and theory-based content 

to ensure pupils develop skills in both areas. 

The course is offered initially at National 5 

however, there is a National 4 option. 

There are four units in National 4 that will 

develop an understanding of the importance of 

safety and hygiene and the ability to follow safe 

and hygienic practices at all times. 

Unit 1: Cookery Skills, techniques and 
processes 

This Unit aims to develop learners’ cookery 

skills, food preparation techniques, and their 

ability to follow cookery processes, in the 

context of producing dishes with minimal 

guidance. 

Unit 2: Understanding and using ingredients 

This is a very relevant and up to date unit as it 

aims to develop learners’ knowledge and 

understanding of ingredients from a variety of 

different sources and their uses. It also 

addresses the importance of responsible 

sourcing of ingredients and of current dietary 

advice. 

Practical Cookery 



 

The assignment and practical activity consists 

of two stages and is carried out under direct 

supervision of their teacher. 

Stage 1: planning — assignment (18 marks) 

Learners will have the opportunity to 

demonstrate their competence in: 

• approximate timings for carrying out all 

tasks 

• equipment required to produce the 

specified dishes 

• service times and details 

• how safety and hygiene will be observed 

 

This part of the assessment is marked 
externally by SQA 

 
 

Stage 2: implementing — practical activity 
(82 

marks) 

(70 marks for preparing, cooking and serving 

the three-course meal, and 12 marks for 

professional practice). 

Prior to assessment of stage 2, learners are 

allowed to set up their personal work area with 

the required equipment, to weigh and measure 

ingredients, and to prepare garnishes and 

decorations. 

Stage 2 gives learners the opportunity to: 

• implement their time plan 

• effectively control cookery processes 

• present and serve the dishes appropriately 

• demonstrate safe and hygienic working 

practices 

The practical assessments will take place 

between the end of February and March.  

The question paper will be set by the SQA 
during the exam diet in May and is marked 
externally. 

 

 

 

 

Skills Development 

The hospitality course provides opportunities 

for the development of skills for learning, life 

and work. 

Numeracy 

Money, time and measurement 

Employability, enterprise and citizenship 

Employability 

Thinking skills 

Remembering 

Understanding 

Applying 

Progression 

 
There is no Higher Practical Cookery however, 

progression is provided by the college courses 

such as SCQF Level 4/5 Bakery or Cake Craft. 

Career 

 
South Ayrshire has a rich history of travel and 

tourism which incorporates a world class 

hospitality market. 

There are many employment opportunities 

directly relating to cooking, front of house, 

hotel and retail management. Ayrshire College 

has excellent facilities and offers a wide range 

of courses and experiences for learners to 

develop skills. 



 
 
 
 

National 3 
 

National 3 Applications of Mathematics 
enables leaners to interpret real-life situations 
involving maths. It also allows them to: 

• build on the skills they have developed in 

the BGE to learn how to investigate the use 

of basic mathematical ideas and number 

processes in real-life contexts. 

• select and apply basic mathematical and 

numeracy skills in real-life contexts. 

• interpret and use the results of 

calculations, measurements and data to 

make informed decisions. 

• communicate mathematical information in 

an appropriate way. 

The course is made up of three units: 

1. Manage Money and Data 

2. Shape, Space and Measures 

3. Numeracy 

This course is a skills based course and a 

variety of assessment strategies will be used 

to give learners the opportunities to show they 

have gained the skills required. 

Money Manage and Data have two sections 

which are set in a real life contexts. 

Shape, Space & Measure has two sections 

• Shape and space in real life contexts 

• Measures in basic real life contexts 

 Numeracy has two sections: 

• Use numerical skills to solve simple 
problems involving money, time and 
measurement 

Interpret graphical data and situations 

involving probability to solve simple problems 

also involving money, time and measurement.

 

Assessment 

This course is internally assessed and all three 

units must be successfully completed in order 

to gain an award. This course is not graded. 

Learners who have been successful in  
National 3 Applications of Mathematics can 
progress to National 4 or SCQF Level 4 

Personal Finance in S5/6. 
 

National 4 
 

National 4 Mathematics builds on the skills 
developed in the BGE and encourages 
learners to see the importance of 
Mathematics in everyday life. 
 

This course aims to: 
 

• Motivate and challenge learners by 
enabling them to select and apply 
straightforward maths skills in a  
variety of mathematical and real life 
situations. 

 
• Develop confidence in the subject 

and a positive attitude towards  
further study of maths. 

 
• Enable the use of numerical data  

and abstract terms and develop the 
idea of generalisation. 

 
•  allow learners to interpret, 

communicate and manage  
information in mathematical skills 
which are vital to scientific and 
technological research and 
development. 

 
•  develop learner’s skills in using 

mathematical language and to  
explore ideas. 

 
• develop skills relevant to learning,  

life and work in an engaging and 

enjoyable way

Mathematics 



National 4 Course Structure 

1. Expressions and Formulae 

In this unit learners develop skills linked to 

mathematical expressions and formulae. 

These include the manipulation of abstract 

terms, the simplification of expressions and 

the evaluation of formulae. The outcomes 

cover aspects of algebra, geometry, statistics 

and reasoning. 

2. Relationships 

This unit enables learners to develop skills 

linked to mathematical relationships. These 

include solving equations, understanding 

graphs and working with trigonometric ratios. 

The outcomes cover aspects of algebra, 

geometry, trigonometry, statistics and 

reasoning. 

3. Numeracy 

The aim of this unit is to develop learners’ 

numerical and information handling skills to 

solve real life problems involving number, 

money, time and measurement. As learners 

tackle these problems they will decide what 

numeracy skills to use and how to apply those 

skills accurately. 

Learners will also learn to interpret graphical 

data and use their knowledge and 

understanding of probability to identify 

solutions to problems involving money, time 

and measurement. Learners will use their 

solutions to make and explain decisions. 

4. Added Value Unit 

This is a test which will allow the learner to 

demonstrate their understanding of 

mathematics by application. There are two 

sections—a non-calculator and a calculator 

paper. 

Assessment 

This course is internally assessed and 

moderated using SQA standards. Each of the 

units and the AVU must be successfully passed 

to gain the full course award. 

Learners who are successful at National 4 level 

can progress to National 5 Mathematics or 

SCQF Level 5 Personal Finance. 

 
 

National 5 

Using mathematics enables learners to model 

real life situations and make connections and 

informed predictions. Learning at National 5 

Maths level equips learners with the skills they 

need to interpret and analyse information, 

simplify and solve problems, assess risk and 

make informed decisions. 

The aims of National 5 Mathematics are to: 

• Motivate and challenge learners by enabling 

them to select and apply mathematical 

techniques in a variety of mathematical and 

real life situations. 

• Develop confidence in the subject and a 

positive attitude towards further study in 

maths. 

• Develop skills in manipulation of abstract 

terms to generalise and solve problems. 

• allow learners to interpret, communicate and 

manage information in mathematical form—

skills which are vital to scientific and 

technological research and development. 

• develop learner’s skills in using 

mathematical language and to explore 

ideas. 

• develop skills relevant to learning, life and 

work in an engaging and enjoyable way. 



National 5 Course Structure 

There are three topics 

 

1. Expressions and Formulae 

In this unit learners develop skills linked to 

mathematical expressions and formulae. 

These include the manipulation of abstract 

terms and the simplification of expressions 

and the evaluation of formulae. The  outcomes 

cover aspects of surds, indices, scientific 

notation, algebra, algebraic functions, 

gradients, volumes and circle. 

2. Relationships 

This unit covers aspects of straight line 

equations, simultaneous equations, changing 

the subject of the formulae, quadratics, solving 

quadratic equations, discriminant, converse of 

Pythagoras, angles, scale factor, trigonometric 

graphs and equations. 

3. Applications 

This unit covers trigonometry applied to non- 

right angled triangles, vectors, percentages 

and fractions, reversing the change and 

statistics (mean, standard deviation, scatter 

graphs and quartiles) 

 

Assessment 

The National 5 Mathematics course is 

assessed by an external examination which 

has two papers: 

Question paper 1—non-calculator (75 mins) 

This paper is worth 50 marks and gives 

candidates an opportunity to apply numerical, 

algebraic, geometric, trigonometric, statistical 

and reasoning skills.  They will be expected  to 

demonstrate an understanding of applying 

numerical skills without the use of a calcula- 

tor. It consists of short answer and extended 

response questions. 

Question paper 2 (110 minutes) 

This paper is worth 60 marks and gives 

candidates an opportunity to apply numerical, 

algebraic, geometric, trigonometric, statistical 

and reasoning skills. These skills may be 

facilitated by the use of a calculator. It consists 

of short answer and extended response 

questions. 

Achievement of this course gives automatic 

certification of the Numeracy at SCQF Level 5 

core skill. 

 
 

The pace of the National 5 Mathematics course 

leaves little time for in class consolidation and 

so the expectation is that every learner should 

spend at least one hour per week revising. 

Every learner will have access to Scholar which 

is an excellent on-line resource. 

 

Progression 

Learners who achieve an A or B in this course 

can progress to Higher Mathematics in S5. 



Find out more 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/ 

HigherCourseSpecMathematics.pdf 
 

Higher  

Mathematics Higher builds on the learners 

experience of concepts and ideas from 

National 5. It enables learners to continually 

develop 

• logical reasoning, 

• analysis, 

• problem-solving skills, 

• creativity, 

• the ability to think in abstract ways. 

 

The course develops important mathematical 

techniques which are critical to successful 

progression beyond Higher level in 

Mathematics and many other curriculum 

areas. The skills, knowledge and 

understanding in the course also support 

learning in technology, health and wellbeing, 

science, and social studies. The skills that  are 

developed in Mathematics enables learners to 

interpret, assess risk and make informed 

decisions. These skills are fundamental to 

success not only in this field but in many 

others. 

ASSESSMENT 

 

There is no assignment attached to 

Mathematics and so learners will be required 

to practice new learning and recap prior 

knowledge regularly. Formative and 

summative assessment is used continuously 

throughout the year to be able to identify 

strengths and next steps in learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mathematics 

The final assessment will be set by the 
SQA in May and will cover: 

 

• Algebraic and trigonometric skills 

• Geometric skills 

• Calculus skills 

• Reasoning skills 

 
 
Question Paper 1 (Non-calc)  (75mins) 
 
Question Paper 2 (75mins) 
 

 
Find Out More 

 
HigherCourseSpecMathematics.pdf 

(sqa.org.uk) 
 
 

http://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/
http://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/
http://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/
https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/HigherCourseSpecMathematics.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/HigherCourseSpecMathematics.pdf


 

Personal Finance 

The Personal Finance awards at SCQF 
Level 4 & 5 helps develop the knowledge 
and skills required to cope confidently and 
effectively with the types of financial 
matters that learners are likely to 
encounter in everyday life after school. 
 
The award covers a range of topics 
including: 
 

• Calculating and comparing costs 

• Household budgeting 

• Different forms of borrowing 

• Tax and National Insurance 

• Credit cards 

• Bank accounts 

• Exchange rates  

• Interest and inflation rates 
 
 

Course Structure 
 
Both levels of the course contain two 
units, each worth 12 SCQF credit points. 
 
SCQF Level 4 

• Money Management  

• The Principles of Money 
 
SCQF Level 5 

• Money Management 

• Understanding Money 
 

Assessment 
 

Both levels are internally assessed using 
summative assessments on SQA SOLAR. 
Candidates must achieve 50% in each of 
the units in order to pass. 

 
 



 
 
 

National 3,4 and 5 

Learning a modern language truly is a skill for 

learning, life and work. Languages are at the 

heart of thinking, when you learn a language 

you learn to reflect, communicate and you 

develop ideas. 

Learning a foreign language opens up many 

employment opportunities. In this every 

changing world businesses need to develop 

and adapt to the countries and the cultures 

that they serve in order to be successful.  This 

goal is better achievable if their employees can 

understand the needs and the languages of 

their foreign clients. Most companies 

therefore, look for candidates with foreign 

language skills. 

Apart from the financial gains learning a 

foreign dialect can offer a unique experience 

to you as you travel around the world on your 

holidays! People, who love to explore different 

parts of the world, know about diverse 

cultures, places, and lifestyle. Knowing the 

local language can offer a life changing 

experience. You can easily find the places, ask 

for directions, and even order food and drink! 

Speaking a language gives you a better 

understanding of the country’s culture. You 

can interact with people more freely providing 

a greater scope of meeting new people and 

becoming a global citizen. 

If you are studying a language at Belmont 

Academy you can choose French and or 

Spanish. There are three levels available in 

S4—National 3 to National 5 and the courses 

are developed to articulate with the BGE. 

National 3 

The main purpose of the National 3 course is 

to develop the skills of listening, talking, 

reading and writing in order to understand and 

use French/Spanish and apply basic 

knowledge of a modern language. 

National 4/5 

This course builds on the four skills developed 

at third level within the BGE i.e. listening, 

talking, reading and writing and it will also 

provide learners with the skills to communicate, 

be a critical thinker and devel- op your cultural 

awareness and creativity. 

The progression from National 3 to National 5 

offers you the chance to develop language 

skills in the meaningful real life contexts of 

Society, Learning, Employability and Culture. 

A benefit of studying a modern language is that 

it will help learners with their development of 

their literacy skills by offering them 

opportunities to read, listen, talk and write in 

class and to reflect on how this relates to 

English. 

The topics that are covered in French and 

Spanish are broadly similar: 

Society—family and friends, local area,  sports 

health and wellbeing, TV/cinema/ 

music/hobbies and interests; internet and so- 

cial media 

Learning and Employability—school, 

subjects, jobs/places of work, qualities  and CV 

for your future careers 

Culture—holidays, experience, events, 

celebrations, films and literature, again to 

name a few. 

Modern Languages 



 
 

National 3/4 

Assessment answers questions in English on three texts 

in French/Spanish. 

Both of these courses are internally assessed 

and consist of two key units: Understanding 

Language and Using Language. The N4 

assessments will also include an Added Value 

Unit. 

 

National 5 

Understanding Language 

This unit provides learners with the opportunity 

to develop their reading and listening skills and 

to develop their knowledge of language 

Using Language 

The opportunity that this unit offers is for 

learners to develop their talking and writing 

skills. 

Each unit will be assessed throughout the year, 

in class and under exam conditions as set by 

SQA. Talking assessments will be recorded and 

learners will have experience of this throughout 

the year building on their learning in the BGE. 

Units are pass or fail and to achieve a full 

National 3 learners will need to pass both units. 

National 4 also has an Added Value Unit which 

is designed to assess learner’s ability to apply 

their reading, listening, talking and writing skills 

to investigate a chosen topic. 

 
Assessment 

National 5 in French/Spanish is assessed 

throughout the year. The final exam set by the 

SQA is how the skills of reading, listening, 

writing and talking skills in French/Spanish will 

be assessed and the learners will be awarded 

an A to D depending on total score. 

There are two papers in the final exam. 

Paper 1 assesses learners’ reading and 

directed writing skills—all candidates will have 

access to a bilingual dictionary.  In reading,  you 

will 

This paper is worth 25% of your final mark. In 

writing, you will write a job application letter to 

apply for a job in e.g. Disneyland, Paris, worth 

12.5%. Of the six bullet points to address, the 

first four are the same every year and 

therefore can be practiced very early on in the 

year. 

Paper 2 assesses learners’ listening skills. 

You will answer questions in English on a 

monologue then a conversation, worth 25%. 

There is also an assignment that will be 

completed prior to the final exam. This 

assignment further assesses the writing 

element of the course. Learners have to 

produce a piece of writing of 120 to 200 words 

in French/Spanish, using detailed language, 

based on a topic agreed with their teacher 

e.g. Free Time. This is completed in school 

under exam conditions and submitted for 

marking by the SQA, worth 12.5%. 

Talking—learners will be prepared through- 

out their BGE and senior phase for this. 

Learners are required to carry out a spoken 

presentation of 1-2 minutes (with notes to 

prompt you) then a follow-up conversation in 

French/Spanish—this is carried out with your 

class teacher and is worth 25%. 

It is important that learners recognise the 

commitment to practice to gain good grades 

in this course. Throughout the course 

learners will be given opportunities to develop 

and grow but home study and prac- tice, like 

all National 5 courses cannot be avoided. 

Progression 

Successful completion of National 3 and 

National 4 will lead to progression at the lev- 

el above. 

A grade A or B at National 5 will lead to Higher 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Higher 

French and or Spanish is offered at Higher Level. 

Assessment 

Question paper 1: 

Reading and Directed writing 50 marks 

This paper has two sections and gives learners an 

opportunity to how their language skills have 

developed as they have moved through from National 

5. The responses are more details and complex but 

build on the contexts developed in National 5 e.g. 

society, learning, employability, culture. They will also 

be required to translate one section of the written text 

into English and apply grammatical knowledge and 

understanding of the modern language. 

Question paper 2: Listening 

This is worth 25% of the overall total award and builds 

on the skills and confidence developed in National 5. 

There is also an assignment that will be completed 

prior to the final exam. This assignment further 

assesses the writing element of the course.  Learners 

have to produce a piece of writing of 200 to 

250    words    in    French/Spanish,    using  detailed 

language, based on a topic agreed with their teacher 

e.g. Free Time. This is completed in school under 

exam conditions and submitted for marking by the 

SQA, worth 12.5%. 

Career Opportunities 

Learning a foreign language opens up many 

employment opportunities. In this every changing 

world businesses need to develop and adapt to the 

countries and the cultures that they serve in order to 

be successful. This goal is better achievable if their 

employees can understand the needs and the 

languages of their foreign clients. Most companies 

therefore, look for candidates with foreign language 

skills. 

Modern Languages 



 

National 3, 4 and 5 

If you can talk you can sing! Don’t think for a 

minute that you need to have inbuilt talent to be 

able to take music. Music is so much more  than 

simply learning instruments or studying different 

types of music. There are many good reasons to 

make music one of your subject choices: 

• It sharpens your memory 

• It teaches you discipline—learning an 

instrument takes practice and the more you 

do the better you become. 

• It helps you to be better at teamwork—as 

many of the activities are based around 

group work you will develop your skills of 

listening, communication and presenting. 

Music gives you the opportunity to use your 

imagination and express yourself in a creative 

and practical way. 

Learners will not only learn how to play an 

instrument but they will also develop their 

creativity through creative thinking, using their 

voice, composing and arranging music. This 

course will build on the learning within the BGE 

and will allow learners the opportunity to further 

develop and consolidate their skills in 

performing and creating music. 

This course is offered at all three levels in S4 

and there are four compulsory units of study. 

National 3 and 4 are internally assessed and for 

National 4 learners also need to complete 

successfully an Added Value Unit. Like all 

National 3 and 4 awards there are no grades— 

they are simply awarded on the basis of pass/ 

fail. 

• Performing Skills 

• Understanding Music 

• Composition Skills 

The Added Value Unit comprises of: 

• An 8 minute performance of two or more 

instruments which is carried out under 

exam conditions 

Learners have to be involved in the choice of 

their music for performance as they are 

required to give information on their chosen 

pieces and be able to reflect on their 

performance. 

Assessment 

There are four components in the 

assessment for National 5. There is a 

composing assignment that is worth 30 

marks. Two performances with  two different 

instruments worth 30 marks each and a 

question paper worth 40 marks. 

The question paper requires learners to draw 

on skills in aural discrimination and 

perception, knowledge and understanding of 

level-specific music concepts, music literacy 

and analysis of music. These skills are 

developed throughout the course. 

Successful completion of National 3 or 4 will 

lead to progression onto the next level of 

study with Music or Music Technology in S5. 

If a learner achieves a National 5 at grade A 

or B then they can progress onto Higher 

Music in S5. Successful completion of 

National 5 Music can also lead to one of the 

college courses. 

Career Opportunities 

There are so many careers that directly and 

indirectly involve music. Direct links could be 

to broadcasting and media, music 

production/publishing, composing, commu- 

nity arts and performing arts. Indirect links 

could be to arts administration, library and 

information work, journalism and promo- 

tions management. 

Music 



For more information 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/ 

HigherCourseSpecMusic.pdf 

 

Higher Course Overview 

In Higher Music learners will build on from their 

BGE and National 5 to develop a greater 

breadth of knowledge and understanding of 

music concepts and musical literacy. They will 

learn to recognise and distinguish level  specific 

music concepts, signs and symbols as they 

perform, create and listen to music to a higher 

level than they previously have. The course 

allows them to develop  and consolidate 

practical skills in music and knowledge and 

understanding of music styles and concepts. 

This course enables learners to develop further 

their skills of self-reflection and their ability to 

critic themselves and others supportively and 

constructively. It will also encourages them to 

explore their creative ideas. Through 

developing listening skills further learners will be 

able to build on and extend their knowledge and 

understanding of music and influences on 

music. Performance plays a big part of this 

course and learners will be able to develop as 

an individual or as part  of a group. 

Assessment 

Question Paper is worth 40 marks and is 

worth 35% of the total marks  awarded.  Here 

learners will draw on skills in aural 

discrimination and perception, knowledge and 

understanding of level-specific  music concepts, 

music literacy and analysis of  music. These 

skills are developed throughout the course. 

Assignment - The assignment draws on 

learners’ skills, knowledge and understanding of 

music composition. 

The composition must show use of harmony, 

along with at least three of the following 

elements of music: 

• Melody 

• Rhythm 

• Timbre 

• Structure 

Learners are expected to show their 

understanding of these elements of music 

through the creative and effective development 

of a range of musical ideas and compositional 

methods. They also self-reflect on their own 

original music and identify areas for 

improvement 

Performance—grade 4 or above 

To show success in this learners demonstrate 

their performing skills by presenting a prepared 

programme of music. The following aspects of 

performance are assessed: 

• melodic accuracy and/or intonation 

• rhythmic accuracy 

• maintaining tempo and flow of the music 

• conveying mood and character 

• instrumental or vocal tone 

• dynamics 

Career Opportunities 

Television and radio are growth industries that 

offer many opportunities for those with 

appropriate backgrounds, technical skills and 

experience, and perseverance. Musical tal- 

ent, Interest in music and media, Ability to work 

with people, often under tight deadlines and 

intense pressure. 

Music 

http://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/
http://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/
http://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/


PE 
In National 5 the main aim of the course is to 

develop skills, positive attitudes and attributes 

in performance and physical activity contexts 

and to transfer these to other contexts. 

• Performance Skills 

In this unit learners will develop a broad and 

comprehensive range of movement and 

performance skills through a range of physical 

activities. They will select, demonstrate, apply 

and adapt these skills and will use them to 

make informed decisions. They will learn how 

these skills combine to produce effective and 

improved outcomes. This unit offers opportuni- 

ties for personalisation and choice through the 

selection of physical activities used for learning 

and teaching. 

• Factors Impacting on Performance 

 

Learners will consider how mental, emotional, 

social and physical factors can influence 

effectiveness of performance. They will develop 

a knowledge and understanding of a range of 

approaches for enhancing performance and will 

select and apply these two factors that impact 

on their personal performance. They will create 

development plans, modify these and justify 

decisions relating to future personal 

development. 

 

There are two elements of the assessment for 

National 5 PE. The first is the demonstration of 

practical abilities in a one-off performance in an 

activity of their choice. This performance is 

worth 60 marks. The second element is a 

portfolio of work which is externally assessed. 

This is worth 60 marks. 

 

National 4 PE can lead onto National 5 PE. An 

A or a B in National 5 PE coupled with a pass 

at National 5 English will enable progression to 

Higher in S5. 

 

Introduction—National 4 and 5 

Studying PE in S4 will build on the attributes 

and capabilities of the four capacities which 

learners developed in the BGE. Learners will 

also continue to develop their attitudes towards 

a healthy, active lifestyle. By engaging in 

physical activities learners will develop their 

skills and be given opportunities to 

demonstrate initiative, decision making and 

problem solving. 

 

National 4 PE has three mandatory units: 

 

• Performing Skills 

This unit will enable learners to develop a 

range of movement and sills in physical 

activities. They will aim to perform their skills 

with some consistency, control and fluency and 

develop  their spatial awareness. 

 

• Factors Impacting on Performance 

There are many factors which could impact on 

the performance of an individual and this unit 

enables learners to research, analyse and 

problem solve real—life situations. 

 

• Added Value Unit 

To achieve National 4 learners will prepare for 

a single performance which demonstrates that 

they can apply skills in a challenging situation. 

They will be required to identify, plan, develop 

and organise themselves in preparation for 

their performance and show awareness of 

future development needs. 

The National 4 PE assessment is split into two 

part—learners will need to prepare for and 

them demonstrate their skills in an activity of 

their choice.  They also need to pass a Factors 

Impacting Performance written unit which is 

internally assessed. 



 

 

Higher Course Overview 

Higher Physical Education requires learners to 

not only be able to complete the practical aspects 

of the course, but to have strong literacy skills to 

be able to access the demanding theory element 

of the course. This course gives our learners the 

opportunity to develop and enhance their 

movement and performance skills. They develop 

knowledge and understanding and apply this to 

investigate and develop performance. 

Physical activity is a must and taking part acts as 

a stimulus for personal achievement, enabling 

learners to further develop their confidence, 

resilience, responsibility and the ability to work 

co-operatively with others.  Higher Physical 

Education also promotes awareness of mental, 

emotional, social and physical wellbeing. 

There are two areas of study: 

 
Factors Impacting on Performance 

In this area, learners develop knowledge and un- 

derstanding of mental, emotional, social and 

physical factors that impact on personal perfor- 

mance in physical activities. Through collecting 

information, they will consider how these factors 

can influence effectiveness in performance. 

Learners develop knowledge and understanding 

of a range of approaches for enhancing perfor- 

mance and select and  apply these approaches 

to factors that impact on their personal per- 

formance. 

PERFORMANCE 

In this area of study learners develop their 

ability to demonstrate a broad and 

comprehensive range of complex movement 

and performance skills through a range of 

physical activities. They will select, 

demonstrate, apply and adapt these skills, 

and use them to make informed decisions. 

They also develop their knowledge and 

understanding of how these skills combine to 

produce effective outcomes. 

 

 

Physical Education Assessment 

There is a question paper is worth  

50 marks and this equates to 50% 

of the total marks. This assesses 

the learners’ ability  to integrate 

and apply knowledge and 

understanding from across the 

course. It gives them the 

opportunity to demonstrate the 

following skills, knowledge and 

understanding: 

• analysing factors that impact 

on performance 

• explaining a range of 

approaches for developing 

performance 

• analysing the recording, 

monitoring and evaluation of 

performance development 

 

There is also a Performance 

section worth 60 marks which 

assess the learn- er's ability to 

perform in two different activities. 

This is also worth 50% of the total. 

 

Career 
Opportunities 

 
From careers in anatomy, physiology and 
health, a higher in PE can take you down 
many career pathways including 
performance, training, health and 
wellbeing 



 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Course Overview 

During the Sport and Recreation course, pupils 

will complete four units and gain experiences in 

the role of being an assistant coach. During each 

of these units, pupils will gain the experience 

opportunities to help teach activities to younger 

pupils while developing the skills and qualities 

that with help to build confidence, quality 

communication and building knowledge of a 

variety of activities. The course is structured to be 

as practical as possible and gaining positive 

experiences of working with others while 

identifying possible career pathways and ways to 

achieve your own personal goals. 

 

The four units consist of : 

 

Employment opportunities in the Sport and 

Recreation Industry. Pupils will experience the 

procedures of searching for employment, applying 

for and completing the interview process to 

achieve a desired career. They will investigate into 

a number of different careers within the industry 

and any which they desire to follow, while 

identifying the skills, qualities and qualifications 

required for the career path chosen. 

 

Assist with a Component of Activity Sessions. 

You will gain experience in assisting a teacher lead 

a S1-3 class through activities. Don’t worry…. the 

teacher is still in charge! You are there to work 

with small groups within the class (maybe 2-4) to 

remind them of the task they are completing and 

encouraging and being a positive role model. 

 

Sport and Recreation 

Assist with Fitness Component. You 

will, in short, learn and experience what it 

is like to be a personal trainer. This will 

consist of completing fitness testing and 

then leading your “client” through a 

training programme to achieve their 

specific target. You will have to complete 

health and safety questionnaires and gain 

knowledge of how to ensure client safety 

while under your responsibility, 

Centre Duties. Pupils will learn about the 

daily running and organising of the 

department from cleanliness to Health 

and safety risk assessments of activities 

and/or areas. For completion of this unit, 

pupils will have volunteer hours to 

complete through either assisting with 

out of class activities or department tasks 

eg. keeping information boards up to date. 

Skills and Qualities Throughout the 

course, pupils will develop a wide range 

of skills that are desired to prove 

desirable when either delivering sessions, 

speaking to pupils, presenting to peers 

and during an interview. Some of these 

are: -Confidence when speaking to a 

group - Clear, precise and positive 

communication skills - Individual 

research skills - Respect and 

responsibility for others. 

Assessment The course is assessed 

through achievement/completion of 

outcomes or tasks which are identified at 

specific areas of the booklets. These are 

assessed internally and signed off by the 

teacher. Other assessments are made via 

teacher observation of completion of 

tasks through observing the candidate 

assisting with class delivery, quality class 

presentations and interviews in class 

activities. 

 



 
 
 

 

Assessment 

To achieve the National 4 in RMPS, learners will 

need to pass three unit assessments plus an 

Added Value Unit. The AVU will be an 

investigation into their chosen religious, moral 

or philosophical issue. This allows learners 

opportunities to study a topic and related 

sources in greater depth as well as 

demonstrating their skill in presenting a 

coherent argument based on sources. 

National 5 

There are two components: 

• Examination on all three units (80 marks). 

• Assignment (20 marks) 

The assignment is an essay on the learner’s 

chosen issue, researched over several weeks 

and written up as a single timed exercise. 

This component will require the learner’s own 

time to: 

• Carry out required reading/research and 

identify suitable sources 

• Plan and write the essay 

• Create a 200 word resource sheet 

• Prepare for the write up. 

 National 5 is graded A-D. 

 
Progression 

Success at National 5 allows progression to 

Higher RMPS and/or a wide rang of academic 

and vocational options. 

 

 

            
 

 

 

RMPS 

Introduction – National 3, 4 and 5 

Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies 

facilitates progression from the learning 

experiences of Core RME. Learners will 

practise and apply their skills of analysis, 

evaluation and communication to a range of 

religious, moral and philosophical topics and 

viewpoints. 

Skills developed in RMPS are transferable to 

a wide range of future study and careers. 

In each unit at National 5, pupils collectively 

choose which options to study: 

 

• World Religion – (Buddhism, Hinduism, 
Islam or Judaism) 

Learners develop their knowledge and 

understanding of the impact and significance 

of religion today through analysing key beliefs, 

practices and sources and evaluating the 

contribution these make to the lives of 

followers. 

• Morality and Belief — (Justice, Conflict 
or Relationships) 

Learners will apply moral and philosophical 

principles to a range of religious and non-

religious viewpoints on their chosen topic. 

They will gain knowledge and understanding 

of how the topic affects people and will 

analyse and evaluate the moral issues which 

arise from it.  The religious viewpoints studied 

will be from Christianity and their chosen 

World Religion. 

• Religious and Philosophical Questions 
- (Origins or Suffering & Evil) 

Origins deals with religious and scientific 

explanations for the beginning of the universe 

and of life; Suffering and evil examines 

theodicy (how can a loving God permit evil to 

exist?) and to what extent we have control 

over our actions through the concepts of free 

will and determinism. 

 

Career Opportunities 

 
Skills developed in RMPS are useful for any 
career that involves understanding people; 
their beliefs and motivations. For example: 
law, medicine, media, marketing, social work, 

teaching, nursing, childcare and psychology. 
They are also useful for applying ethical 
principles to careers in science, 
technology and environmental protection.   
 



 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Higher RMPS 

Although this course build on skills 
developed elsewhere in RMPS or social 
subjects, there is no assumed 
knowledge. The topics are different to 
National 5 RMPS. Skills in written 
communication are important to this 
course. 

The course has three units. Learners may 
be able to select alternative topics from the 
ones in brackets below: 

- World Religion (Christianity).  

Learners develop their knowledge and 
understanding of the impact and 
significance of Christianity today through 
analysing and evaluating key beliefs, 
practices and sources. Learners will also 
consider the effects that religious beliefs 
and practices have on the lives of 
Christians. 

-Morality & Belief (Morality, Medicine and 
the Human Body).    

Learners will apply moral and philosophical 
principles to a range of religious and non-
religious viewpoints to the issues involved 
in embryo research; organ donation and 
end of life care. They will gain knowledge 
and understanding of how the topic affects 
people and will analyse and evaluate the 
moral issues which arise from it.   

-Religious & Philosophical Questions 
(Existence of God).  

This topic considers what we mean by God 
and the arguments that religious and non-
religious people make to support or refute 
their belief in the existence of God. They 
will also examine whether developments in 
science make the existence of God more 
or less likely.  

 

 

RMPS Assessment 

 There are two components: 
 

- Examination on all three units (90 
marks) 

- Assignment (20 marks) 
 
The assignment is an essay on the 
learner’s chosen issue, researched over 
several weeks and written up as a single 
timed exercise. 

 
 
Progression 
 

Success at Higher allows progression to 
Advanced RMPS and/or a range of 
possible academic and vocational options. 
It is a valid entrance qualification for many 
degree courses.  
 
 

   Career Opportunities 
 
The Higher course equips learners with 
skills relevant to any career that involves 
understanding people; their beliefs and 
motivations. For example:  law, medicine, 
media, marketing, social work, 
teaching, nursing, childcare and 
psychology. They are also useful for 
applying ethical principles to careers in 
science, technology and environmental 
protection.   

 
    More information 
 
Learners and their parents/carers are very 
welcome to contact Mr Sutherland or Mr 
McKinlay to discuss whether this course 
might be an appropriate option for them.  
 



Biology 
 

Introduction—National 3/4 and 5 

Choosing Biology from S3 BGE Biology will 

give learners the opportunity to recognise the 

importance and the impact that Biology has on 

their lives, on the lives of their friends and family 

and on the environment. There are three key 

areas to study in Biology which include cellular, 

whole organisms and ecosystems  which  are   

developed throughout the course. Learners will 

also enhance and develop skills in problem 

solving as well as other practical abilities and 

experimental procedures associated with 

Biology. 

The content of the S4 courses are designed to 

build upon each of the topics studied in S3. 

Cell Biology 

This section concentrates on learning about 

cells and DNA, microbes and their use in 

industry and photosynthesis. Learners also 

study respiration. In National 5 learners  further 

develop their knowledge by studying genetic 

engineering and the production of proteins. 

Multicellular Organisms 

This section develops further knowledge of 

organs and organs systems along with health 

technology and defence against disease. 

Exploring the knowledge and ethics behind 

fertilisation and embryonic development is also 

part of this section. In National  5  learners also 

study transport systems in plants and animals 

along with the absorption of materials. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Life On Earth 

Building on skills and knowledge developed 

from S1 this section involves learning about 

sampling techniques and identifying living 

organisms. Learners will also study chemicals 

used in agriculture and their impact on food 

production. In National 5 further studies of 

ecosystems and the distribution of organisms 

is also tackled. 

Assessment 

Assessment of these courses are based on 

written coursework and practical skills and is 

continuous throughout the year of study. 

Evidence in the form of investigation reports 

and applied knowledge and understanding will 

be collated through the learning process. 

To achieve National 3 or 4 learners must pass 

all three units and for National 4 they also 

have to pass the Added Value Unit. The 

Added Value Unit is assessed through an 

assignment which assesses learner’s capacity 

to apply information from different sources to 

a new problem or context. 

The National 3 or 4 courses are not graded. 

All National 5 candidates will complete an 

assessment report which contributes to 20% 

of their final grade. 

This assignment assesses the application of 

skills of scientific inquiry and related biology 

knowledge and understanding. It allows the 

assessment of skills that cannot be assessed 

by a question paper for example, the handling 

and processing of data gathered through 

experimental work and research skills. 

The assignment has two stages: a research 

stage and a report stage. 



 

Assessment continued 

The assignment has two stages: a research 

stage and a report stage. 

The research stage 

experimental work 

must involve 

which allows 

measurements to be made. Learners must 

also gather data/information from the internet, 

books or journals. This stage is completed in 

class with support from teachers. The report 

stage is conducted under exam conditions 

and pupils will have a maximum of 1 hour and 

30 minutes to com- plete their report. 

There is an external exam set by the SQA for 

National 5 Biology and it consists of on exam 

question paper worth 100 marks. 

This exam’s length is 2 hours and 30 minutes. 

 

Progression 

Learners can progress through each of the 

National 4 to 5 levels and from National 5 into 

Higher Human Biology or Higher Biology if 

they successful secure an A or B in National 5 

Biology and an A or B in National 5 Maths. 

Learners who achieve National 4 or 5 can also 

choose other science National 4 or 5 courses 

such as Chemistry or Physics. 



For more information 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/ 

HigherCourseSpecBiology.pdf 

 

Higher Course Overview 

     The Higher Biology course gives learners 

the opportunity to understand and investigate 

the living world. It develops their abilities to 

think analytically, creatively and independently, 

and to make reasoned evaluations. The course 

provides opportunities for them to acquire and 

apply knowledge to evaluate biological issues, 

assess risk, make informed decisions and 

develop an ethical view of complex issues. The 

skills that were developed throughout the BGE 

and into National 5 will continue to be 

developed such as: 

• communication, 

• collaborative working 

• leadership skills 

• critical thinking 

The course covers the following areas: 

DNA and the Genome 

The key areas covered are: DNA • gene 

expression • cellular differentiation • the 

genome • mutations • evolution • genomic 

sequencing 

Metabolism and Survival 

The key areas covered are: • metabolic 

pathways • cellular respiration • metabolic  rate 

• metabolism in conformers and regulators • 

metabolism • environmental control of 

metabolism • genetic control of metabolism 

Sustainability and Interdependence 

The key areas covered are: • food supply, plant 

growth and productivity • plant and animal 

breeding • crop protection • animal welfare • 

symbiosis • social behaviour • biodiversity 

 

Assessment 

There is an external exam based of two papers 

which are worth 80% of the overall marks and 

an assignment which is carried out in class time 

and marked by the SQA. 

The assignment has a total mark allocation of 

20 marks and it assesses the application of 

skills of scientific inquiry and related biology 

knowledge and understanding. It allows 

assessment of skills that cannot be assessed 

by a question paper; for example, handling and 

processing data gathered through 

experimental work and research skills. 

Learners research and report on a topic that 

allows them to apply skills and knowledge in 

biology at a level appropriate to Higher. The 

topic must be chosen with guidance from 

teachers and must involve experimental work. 

The assignment has two stages: 

• Research 

• Report 

Career Opportunities 

One of the obvious careers with a biology 

degree is to become a biologist however, there 

is no such thing as a typical biologist! 

e.g. plant, marine, environmental. 

However, the problem solving skills that you 

develop through studying biology at degree 

level opens up doors in many other fields that 

are not necessarily science based. For 

example, finance, medical writing, govern- 

ment/civil servant. 

Scientific research and development is still the 

number one pull for people who have a degree 

in Biology. 

 

Biology 

http://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/
http://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/
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For more information 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/ 

HigherCourseSpecHumanBiology.pdf 
 

 

Higher Course Overview 

The Higher Human Biology course gives 

learners the opportunity to understand and 

investigate the living world. It develops their 

abilities to think analytically, creatively and 

independently, and to make reasoned 

evaluations. The course provides opportunities 

for them to acquire and apply knowledge to 

evaluate biological issues, assess risk, make 

informed decisions and develop an ethical view 

of complex issues. The skills that were 

developed throughout the BGE and into 

National 5 will continue to be developed such 

as: 

• communication, and collaborative 

working 

• leadership skills and critical thinking 

Human Cells 

The key areas covered are: • division and 

differentiation in human cells • DNA • gene 

expression • mutations • genomics • metabolic 

pathways • cellular respiration 

Physiology and Health 

The key areas covered are: • gamete 

production and fertilisation • reproduction • 

fertility • antenatal and postnatal screening • 

the structure and function of blood vessels• the 

structure and function of the heart • pathology 

of cardiovascular disease • blood glucose 

levels and obesity 

Neurobiology and Immunology 

The key areas covered are: • divisions of the 

nervous system and neural pathways • the 

cerebral cortex • memory • the cells of the 

nervous system and neurotransmitters at 

synapses • non-specific body defences • 

specific cellular defences against pathogens • 

immunisation • clinical trials of vaccines and 

drugs 

 

Assessment 

There is an external exam based of two papers 

which are worth 80% of the overall marks and 

an assignment which is carried out in class time 

and marked by the SQA. 

The assignment has a total mark allocation of 

20 marks and it assesses the application of 

skills of scientific inquiry and related biology 

knowledge and understanding. It allows 

assessment of skills that cannot be assessed 

by a question paper; for example, handling and 

processing data gathered through 

experimental work and research skills. 

Learners research and report on a topic that 

allows them to apply skills and knowledge in 

biology at a level appropriate to Higher. The 

topic must be chosen with guidance from 

teachers and must involve experimental work. 

The assignment has two stages: 

• Research 

• Report 

Career Opportunities 

This is a more specialised field of biology and 

you can progress into Advanced Higher 

Biology from this level. Like all sciences the 

jobs are varied however, there is a still a large 

number of people with science based degrees 

working in research and development. If you 

are interest specifically in the human body and 

developments/advancements there you may 

be interested in specific gene study or 

• Clinical Scientist. 

• Laboratory Analyst/Scientist. 

• Medical Sales Representative. 

• Medicine. 

• Occupational Therapy, Physiotherapy. 

• Research Scientist., Science Writer. 

 

Human Biology 
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National 3, 4 and 5 

In Chemistry, learners develop the ability 
to think analytically, creatively and 
independently and to make evaluations. 
The courses cover Chemistry’s impact on 
the environment and society through the 
chemistry of the Earth’s resources. 
Learners also get the opportunity to study 
the chemistry of everyday products and 
environmental analysis. 

The key areas covered offer a broad, 
versatile and adaptable skills set which 
are valued in the workplace, and form 
the basis for study of Chemistry at a 
higher level.  

Studying Chemistry also provides a 
knowledge base useful in the study of all 
the sciences. This means if learners are 
thinking about studying two sciences then 
Chemistry complements studies in Physics 
and Biology. 

The course is designed to build upon the 
topics studied in S3. 

At all levels learners will study: 

 

o Chemical Changes and 
Structure 

o Rates of Reactions 

o Atomic Structure 

o Bonding relating to 
Properties of materials  

o Acids and Alkalis. 

o Nature’s Chemistry 

o Fuels  

o Everyday Consumer 
Products  

o Chemistry in Society 

o Properties of Materials  

o Fertilisers  

o Nuclear Chemistry 

o Chemical Analysis.  

 

Assessment 

 
Assessment of these courses are based on 
written coursework and practical skills 
and is continuous throughout the year of 
study. Evidence in the form of 
investigation reports and applied 
knowledge and understanding will be 
collated through the learning process. 

Requirements: 

 

National 4  

• A Unit pass in all three units  

• Added Value Unit pass assessed 
through an assignment. 

• The National 4 course is not graded. 

 
National 5  
• External exam set by the SQA – 80% of 

final grade (100 marks). 
• Assignment report – 20% of final grade. 

 

 

The Added Value Unit and the Assignment 
involve a research stage and a report 
stage. The research stage involves 
experimental work and the gathering of 
data and information from the internet, 
books or journals.  

 

Progression 

 
Learners can progress through National 4 
to National 5 level and from National 5 
into Higher Chemistry if they secure an A 
or B in National 5 Chemistry. 

Learners who achieve National 4 or 5 can 
also choose other Science National 4 or 5 
courses such as Biology or Physics.

Chemistry 



For more information 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/ 

HigherCourseSpecChemistry.pdf 
 
 

Higher Course Overview 

Higher Chemistry allows learners to build on 

and acquire a deeper understanding of the 

central concepts of Chemistry. Chemists 

play a vital role in the production of everyday 

commodities such as medicines, fertilisers 

and cosmetics. Chemistry research and 

development are essential for the 

introduction of new products. The study of 

Chemistry is of benefit not only to those 

intending to pursue a career in Science, but 

also to those intending to work in areas such 

as the food, health or manufacturing  

industries. Leaners will study concepts used 

to take a chemical process from the 

researcher’s bench through to industrial 

production. They will    study    the    mole     

through calculations allowing them to 

calculate the quantities of reagents required 

and the quantity of products predicted. 

Energy, rates and equilibria, will also be 

studied further building on from the 

knowledge gained in National 5 and learners 

will be able to suggest how reaction 

conditions can maximise the profitability of 

an industrial process. Throughout the course 

learners will also gain a deeper 

understanding of chemical bonding and 

intermolecular forces that allows them to 

predict the physical properties of materials 

The course covers the following areas: 

Chemical Changes and Structure 

Nature’s Chemistry 

Chemistry in Society Researching 

Chemistry 

 

Assessment 
•  External exam set by the SQA – 80% of 

final grade (120 marks). 

• Assignment report – 20% of final grade 

The assignment assesses the application 

of skills of scientific inquiry and related 

Chemistry knowledge and understanding. 

It allows assessment of skills that cannot 

be assessed by a question paper; for 

example, handling and processing data 

gathered through experimental work and 

research skills. 

Career Opportunities 
Jobs directly related to Chemistry degree: 

• Academic researcher 
• Analytical chemist 
• Biotechnologist 
• Chemical engineer 
• Clinical scientist, biochemistry 
• Forensic scientist 
• Nanotechnologist 
• Pharmacologist 
• Research scientist (physical sciences) 
• Scientific laboratory technician 
• Toxicologist 

Jobs where your degree would be useful 
include: 

• Civil service fast streamer 
• Environmental consultant 
• Higher education lecturer 
• Management consultant 
• Nuclear engineer 
• Patent attorney 
• Radiation protection practitioner 
• Science writer 
• Secondary school teacher 

As you can see the application of 
chemistry is wide and varied and with a 
chemistry qualification you can also 
access traditional courses like medicine, 
vet and dentistry.

 

Chemistry 
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National 3,4 and 5 
 

Physics makes a huge contribution to 
modern society, for example: influencing 
car design to save lives in car crashes; 
working to save the environment by 
developing clean energy sources; playing 
a crucial role in medicine; developing new 
technologies like smartphones.  
Physics is the science in which we attempt 

to understand the natural laws of the 

universe.  

 

Electricity and Energy 

We will learn about how we generate 
electricity and the ethical, economic and 
environmental issues that surround it. We 
will learn about the Conservation of 
Energy, Ohm’s Law and circuit rules. We 
will study heat and temperature and find 
out why cheese and tomato toasties can 
burn your mouth. We’ll  study the Gas 
Laws and learn about the coldest possible 
temperature, Absolute Zero.  

Waves and Radiation 

We find out about different types of waves   
and their properties. We will discover the 
different types of wave behaviours (reflection, 
refraction, diffraction) and explain why we can 
see fireworks before we hear them, and why we 
can hear things around the corner but not see 
them. We will investigate the Electromagnetic 
spectrum. We will study  nuclear radiation and 
find out about its properties, dangers and uses. 

Dynamics and Space 

The N4 and N5 courses differ here. N4 learners 
will be taught about speed and acceleration 
along with the relationships between forces, 
motion and energy, while N5 learners will study 
vectors which focuses on velocity, displacement 
and acceleration. They will study forces and get 
to grips with Newton’s Laws and projectile 
motion.  Lastly, both N4 and N5 will explore the 
exciting topic of space, learning about celestial 
objects and space technology. We will discuss 
the risks and benefits of space travel. We will 
study the Big Bang, cosmology and our place in 
the universe. 

 

 

  

Assessment 

This course provides a natural progression from 
the BGE. Through the coursework and 
experimental work, you will gain knowledge and 
understanding of the topics and develop your 
numeracy, literacy and team working skills. You 
will particularly develop your problem solving 
ability. These are all transferable skills, highly 
sought after by universities and employers. The 
various skills that studying physics develops 
are useful far beyond the laboratory, and are 
valued in a vast range of careers.  

Assessment is based on written assessments 
and an Assignment.  

National 3 or 4 learners must pass all three 
units and for National 4 they also need to pass 
the Added Value Unit. This is assessed 
through an assignment which assesses 
learner’s capacity to apply information from 
different sources to a new problem or context. 
 
National 5 candidates will complete an 
assessment report which contributes to 20% of 
their final grade. 

This assignment assesses the application of 
skills of scientific inquiry and related physics 
knowledge and understanding. It allows the 
assessment of skills that cannot be assessed 
by a question paper for example, the handling 
and processing of data gathered through 
experimental work and research skills. The 
assignment has two stages: a research stage 
and a report stage. The research stage must 
involve experimental work which allows 
measurements to be made. Learners must 
also gather data/information from the internet, 
books or journals. This stage is completed in 
class with support from teachers. The report 
stage is conducted under exam conditions and 
pupils will have a maximum of 1 hour and 30 
minutes to complete their report. 

There is an external exam set by the SQA for 
National 5 Physics. 

Progression 

Learners can progress through each of the 
National 4 to 5 levels and from National 5 into 
Higher Physics if they successfully secure an A 
or B in National 5 Physics. 

Learners who achieve National 4 or 5 can also 
choose other science National 4 or 5 courses 
such as Biology or Chemistry. 

Careers: 

https://www.iop.org/careers-physics/your-

future-with-physics 

Physics 



For more information 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/ 

HigherCourseSpecPhysics.pdf 

 

Higher Course Overview 

Physics is the study of matter, energy and the 

interaction between them. This involves asking 

fundamental questions and trying to answer 

them by observing & experimenting. This 

process leads to advances in our 

understanding of the world around us and often 

result in technological improvements which 

enhance the lives of all. Physics is crucial to 

understanding the world around us, the world 

inside us, and the world beyond us. It is the 

most  basic  and  fundamental science. Physics 

challenges our imaginations with concepts like 

relativity and quantum mechanics, and it leads 

to great discoveries, like computers and lasers, 

that lead to technologies which change our 

lives—from healing joints, to curing cancer, to 

developing sustainable energy solutions. 

Advances in Physics also mean that our view 

of what is possible in the world is continually 

being up-dated. 

In Higher Physics learners gain a deeper 

insight into the structure of the subject, and 

reinforce and extend their understanding of 

the concepts of physics. . They will also 

develop their ability to interpret physical 

phenomena using mathematical skills, and 

practise scientific methods from which 

general relationships are derived. Further- 

more, analytical, evaluative and other problem 

solving skills will be honed. These transferable 

skills are highly desirable to universities and 

employers 

The course covers the following areas: 

Our Dynamic Universe, Particles and 

Waves and Electricity 

 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-

advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree/physics 

 

Assessment 

There is an external exam based on two papers 

which are worth 80% of the overall marks and 

an assignment which is carried out in class time 

and marked by the SQA. 

The assignment assesses the application of 

skills of scientific inquiry and related physics 

knowledge and understanding. It allows 

assessment of skills that cannot be assessed 

by a question paper; for example, handling and 

processing data gathered through 

experimental work and research skills. 

Learners research and report on a topic that 

allows them to apply skills and knowledge in 

physics at a level appropriate to Higher. The 

topic must be chosen with guidance from 

teachers and must involve experimental work. 

The assignment has two stages: 

• Research and Report 

Career Opportunities 

From cancer treatment to climate change, 

gaming to robotics, AI to finance and law, 

physics and physicists are on the front line 

helping to shape the future. At a time when jobs 

are changing, physics offers a vast and 

expanding range of career paths. Creative 

thinking skills makes physicists desirable in 

any field. Physics graduates are among the 

highest paid and have the widest range of 

careers of any STEM graduates. 

A degree in physics is a great foundation for 

careers in: 

Science, Engineering, Radiography, Law,  

Journalism, Medicine, Finance, Computer 

Science, Games Design, Astronomy, Robotics, 

Optometry, Environmental Protection, Energy 

Production. 

https://www.iop.org/careers-physics/your-

future-with-physics 

 

Physics 
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